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Mr. Ronald M. Basey was born in Winnemac, Indiana on January 13, 1914.  He entered Government service in September 1944 as an Industrial Specialist and quickly moved up the ranks.  His advancement was propelled by his ability to quickly grasp and solve difficult problems, his assertive application of experience, outstanding leadership, and management abilities.  At the end of the Second World War, Mr. Basey became actively engaged in the layaway of the ammunition production base which consisted of 37 plants and determining production based retention requirements.  With the outbreak of hostilities in Korea in 1950, he accepted the task of reactivating the ammunition base and the planning of ammunition production to support the United States and its allies.  After the Korean Conflict, he conducted studies pertaining to the difficulties encountered in reactivating the ammunition production base.  Through this experience, he developed proposals that brought about the development of an extensive base retention plan which included provision for the careful layaway of the base, in order to improve ammunition readiness for future use.  Mr. Basey's  greatest accomplishment took place when he was the Deputy Director of the Procurement and Production Directorate, Munitions Command from 1961 until his retirement in 1973.  During this time he was recognized as one of the foremost experts in procurement and production matters for munitions.  Through his technical guidance during the Vietnam Conflict, new production records were set.  More ammunition was produced with fewer resources, in less time than in any other period in the  history of the Army.  He also persuaded the higher echelons of Government to modernize the U.S. ammunition base. Mr. Basey's dedication to duty has made an exceptional and lasting contribution to the Ordnance Corps.  Mr. Basey died in April 1974.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL

JOHN E. FELDMAN

[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.jpg]



Lieutenant Colonel John E. Feldman was born in Lamar, Colorado on February 8, 1909.  He joined the Colorado National Guard as a private in September 1933, and in August 1938 he was commissioned as an infantry second lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserve.  In recognition of his mechanical ingenuity during summer training camp, he was recommended for active duty with the Ordnance Department, and in February of 1942 was ordered to active duty at the Ordnance Training Center, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.  He was promptly appointed Assistant Director of Bomb Disposal, and was subsequently assigned to Hawaii in 1942 to organize and implement schools to train air raid wardens and bomb reconnaissance agents.  Upon completion of his tour in Hawaii, he returned to Aberdeen Proving Ground where he was assigned to the technical and experimental section.  On this assignment, he developed a portable steam generator for discharging the German electric fuze.  Next, he prepared an injection mixture that jammed most mechanical fuzes.  He also developed the self-tapping needle and two-part thermosetting resin for high pressure injection of fuzes, which was part of a kit used worldwide by bomb disposal units.  As a captain, he and other bomb disposal officers went to Europe in 1943 where they established an American Bomb Disposal Headquarters in London.  Still continuing his experimental activities, he produced the “flit-gun”, a 5-pound device which replaced hundreds of pounds of neutralization equipment used by the British.  His unit assisted the British in reconstructing the V-1 rocket bomb from fragments and recovering the fuzes from the first unexploded buzz bomb.  His countless contributions to the bomb disposal field are reflected in the many awards and citations he received from the United States and Great Britain for his prompt and fearless performance of any task regardless of the hazards involved.

BRIGADIER GENERAL

DANIEL W. FLAGLER
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Brigadier General Daniel W. Flagler was born in 1835 in Lockport, New York.  Graduating from the United  States Military Academy in 1861,  he served brilliantly in a military career that spanned over 38 years.  General Flagler was cited many times for his distinguished and meritorious services during the Civil War.   Between the years of 1861 and 1865, he was promoted from lieutenant to brevet lieutenant colonel.  Serving in several different positions during the war, his most significant was that of Chief of Ordnance, Army of the Potomac.  In the post-Civil War era, he continued to carry out many challenging assignments but was returned to his permanent rank.  When he assumed command of Rock Island Arsenal, Illinois, in June 1871, he was only a captain.  For 15 years, he was totally devoted to the development of the arsenal.  During those years, he supervised as well as developed the completion of a fire station, numerous manufacturing shops, a powerplant, the Moline Bridge, the arsenal railroad, as well as a hot water/power system.  High Army officials of that day credited him with supervising a difficult job of construction.  His meticulous attention to detail is reflected today in the graceful lines of many of his buildings, which have stood for more than a hundred years.  In 1891, General Flagler assumed the post of Chief of Ordnance, the command at which he died on active duty on March 29, 1899.

MAJOR GENERAL

ELBERT L. FORD
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Major General Elbert L. Ford  was born in Connecticut on December 2, 1892 and graduated from the United States Military Academy as a second lieutenant in the Coast Artillery Corps on 20 April 1917.  His distinguished military career spanned a period of more than 36 years (1917-1953) and included service during three wars.  In June 1942, General Ford was assigned to the Ordnance Section, Headquarters, Services of Supply, in the European Theater of Operations and the following September was named Chief Ordnance Officer of Allied Forces Headquarters.  He moved to North Africa in November 1942 and served in this capacity until February 1943, when he was designated Chief of Staff, Headquarters, North African Theater of Operations.  He returned to the United States in May 1944 to become Chief of the Stock Control Branch, Field Services Division, Office Chief of Ordnance, Washington, DC.  The following month he was made Chief of the Reclamation and Maintenance Branch, Field Services Division, in the Office Chief of Ordnance.  He went to Europe in July 1946 as Chief of Ordnance of the U.S. Forces in the European Theater.  He returned to the United States in June 1948 to become Commanding General of Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.  During the period November 1, 1949 through October 31, 1953,  he was Chief of the Ordnance Department.  The Korean Conflict began 8 months into his tenure.  His incomparable service as Chief of the Ordnance Department/Corps during the Korean Conflict mark the apex of his career.  His unparalleled efforts during this national crisis provided the leadership, guidance, and inspiration, which ultimately was responsible for the transformation of this country's industrial base from a peacetime environment into a war-supporting capability.  General Ford died in Washington, D.C. on February 25, 1990.

MAJOR GENERAL

NELSON M. LYNDE, JR.
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Major General Nelson M. Lynde, Jr. was born in Missouri on August 5, 1905 and graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1929.  In his 33 years of service, he was recognized as the expert for establishing Army doctrine and field operating procedures for tank automotive maintenance.  He served his first eight years in the infantry and, immediately upon graduation from the Infantry Tank School, was detailed into the Ordnance Corps and assigned to the mechanized cavalry at Fort Knox, Kentucky.  Continuing his association with armor by alternate assignments to ordnance and to armored units, General Lynde served throughout World War II in Europe with the Seventh, First, and Fifteenth U.S. Armies.  For these services, he received the Legion of Merit and the Bronze Star Medal, both with Oak Leaf Cluster.  Following the war, General Lynde was transferred to the Ordnance Corps and again was stationed at Fort Knox, Kentucky.  In 1953, he was transferred to the Far East where he served as Commanding Officer of the 226th Ordnance Base Depot, Japan.  Returning to the United States in 1955, he assumed command of the Ordnance Tank-Automotive Command in Detroit, Michigan, where he was responsible for the development and production engineering of armored equipment.  General Lynde continued his achievements and high degree of leadership until his retirement in 1962 as Commanding General of the Ordnance Weapons Command, Rock Island Arsenal, Illinois.  General Lynde died in Parkersburg, West Virginia on May 13, 1993.

DOCTOR

JOHN L. McDANIEL



Dr. John L. McDaniel was born in Guin, Alabama on September 13, 1918 and graduated from Berry College in Georgia in 1939.  Later he was awarded honorary doctorates from Athens State College and from Auburn University.  He began his career in 1942 when he accepted a position with the U.S. Army Chemical Corps at Huntsville Arsenal, Alabama.  While assigned there, he designed, modified, and performed maintenance for chemical production and shell and bomb loading equipment.  After the war, when chemical related activities were reduced, Dr. McDaniel accepted a position with the newly formed Ordnance Rocket Center at Redstone Arsenal where he helped develop several highly successful weapons systems such as Pershing, Little John, Honest John, LAW, Safeguard, and Lance.  Through his excellent leadership abilities and uncanny foresight, Dr. McDaniel formulated the Army Missile Plan.  This plan, the first of its type in the Army, is now utilized as a dynamic model by the Department of the Army developing agencies for allocating research and exploratory development resources to satisfy future needs.  From the moment the laser semiactive guidance system was demonstrated in Dr. McDaniel's organization, it was recognized as the platform for a whole family of highly accurate Army weapons.  These so-called “smart” bombs established an overwhelming accuracy rate in air-to-ground warfare in Southeast Asia.  His chemical background provided a firm basis for further development of Army systems.  Among these were the Pershing solid propellant and new fluorine compounds.  In the early 60’s, his organization introduced the capabilities of a guided missile to intercept and destroy opposing missiles.  These firsts were achieved time and time again and demonstrated his excellence in scientific and managerial fields. His accomplishments have been praised by his contemporaries and superiors in the research and development field. 
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