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Mr. Clifford D. Bradley entered Government service on May 7, 1951 at the Ordnance Tank-Automotive Center (now the U.S. Army Tank-Automotive Command), Warren, Michigan, as a Design Engineer of military vehicles.  During the next 31 years of continuous service with the Army, he had the distinction of being a key participant, as a designer or manager of design, in the development of every major combat system for the U.S. Army. He was involved in the development of the M108, 109, 107, and 110 Self-Propelled Howitzers through the M113 Armored Personnel Carrier; the M551 Reconnaissance Vehicle; and tanks from the M48 series through the M60, MBT70, XM803, and the M1.  Mr. Bradley played a vital role in adding these combat vehicles to our fighting forces and can truly be labeled as one of the Army's post-World War II senior designers and developers of combat vehicles.  Most recently, he contributed significantly to the development of the Army's combat vehicle program for the 1985 through 2000 time period.  He has developed and launched both mid-term and far-term combat vehicle programs which will shape the Army's close combat vehicle fleet for the 21st Century.  Throughout Mr. Bradley's distinguished career in government, he has been unselfishly dedicated to broadening the Army's knowledge and under​standing of the various complex and often conflicting technologies and requirements that must be integrated into a total entity called a combat vehicle.  His leadership and exceptional expertise has been recognized among the combat vehicle development communities of the free world, and he has been considered by many as a national asset.
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Brigadier General John W. Coffey's entire 34 years of military service were a source of continuous contributions to the United States Army.  During World War II, he helped lay the groundwork for the logistics effort which would lead to victory.  In late 1941, with the United States entry into the war, General Coffey was appointed Ordnance Officer, European Theater.  In 1942, when the Western Task Force landed an invasion force in North Africa, General Coffey was appointed Ordnance Officer, North African Theater, and was responsible for providing support for operations in North Africa, Sicily, and Italy.  In August 1943, he became Chief Ordnance Officer, Mediterranean Theater, during which time he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal.  In August 1945, General Coffey assumed command of Letterkenny Ordnance Depot, the largest Army installation of its type at the time.  For the next two years, the depot, under his direction, assisted in the demobilization of the Army.  The depot's mission expanded to include a whole range of activities to include renovation, repair, packaging, storage, disposal, and destruction of a wide variety of items in the Army's inventory.  His leadership and management skills during this period were central to the successful transition of the depot from war to peace.  Despite the advent of new missions in the face of reduced manpower and financial resources, he was able to maintain the depot's productivity.  The resilience of Letterkenny Army Depot was due in large part to General Coffey's post-war administration. General Coffey made a truly remarkable impact on the Ordnance profession and on Defense Logistics.
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Mr. James Hait was born in Brooklyn, New York on April 19, 1906 and graduated from Rennselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1928.  His record as an inventor, designer, developer, and producer of Ordnance materiel is unsurpassed by any other individual.  His contribution to the free world's defense preparedness, as demonstrat​ed by his contributions to Ordnance as an industrial executive since 1940, is uniquely outstanding.  He conceived, designed, developed, and produced vehicles such as the Landing Vehicle Tracked (LVT) of World War II fame, the M59 Armored Personnel Carrier, and the world's first mass produced, aluminum armored combat vehicle, the M113 Armored Person​nel Carrier.  He continuously produced vehicles that met stated military requirements at the lowest possible cost to the Government.  He had a unique ability to sense the ultimate user's needs, and acted on those perceptions to design and develop the equipment desired.  By 1950, his leadership within FMC (then called Food Machin​ery and Chemical Corporation) resulted in the corporation's dedication to a defense commitment of great proportions.  Mr. Hait  founded, organized, and led the FMC Ordnance Division, which stands today as one of the free world's leaders in the design, development, and production of tracked military vehicles.  That organization grew into the current FMC Defense Equipment Group, which designs and produces defense equipment for the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps.
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Lieutenant General Harold F. Hardin was born in Kansas City, Missouri on October 14, 1927, was enlisted from 1945 to 1946, and graduated from Loyola University in Los Angeles in 1951.  During his 31-year career, he made an indelible mark on the United States Army by representing the Ordnance Corps to the Army-in-the-Field.  While serving in such responsible positions as Commanding General, Tank Automotive Readiness Command and Deputy Commander of the Materiel and Readiness Command (DARCOM), he became known as the champion of Materiel Readiness.  As Battalion Commander of the 801st Maintenance Battalion, 101st Airborne Division, his highly successful maintenance program materially aided the Division in prepara​tion for Combat in Vietnam.  As Commanding General, TARCOM and Deputy Commanding General, DARCOM, his continued liaison with the Army-in-the-Field assured the success of innumerable Army Programs which ranged from the fielding of new equipment, to staffing for Organizational Maintenance.  He was appointed as the Army’s first Executive Director for Conventional Ammunition in 1981 and then as the Army’s first Director for Test, Measurement, and Diagnostic Euipment in 1982.  Throughout his distinguished career, he was identified as an Ordnance officer willing to expend the effort to get to the root of a problem.  As a battalion commander, he was unafraid to push a component problem back to the designer, and as a lieutenant general, he was equally willing to spend hours in motor pools worldwide to ensure this critical link was functioning adequately.  Through countless visits to the Army-in-the-Field, he ensured the efforts of the wholesale community and the U.S. Army remained coordinated in maintaining the Army equal to the task of defending the Nation.  He retired in 1982.  Because of his outstanding contributions to the Army, he is known as “Mr. Ordnance.”
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Major General John F. Thorlin was born in Oregon on June 21, 1910 and graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1933.  His total contribution to the Ordnance Corps over a 32-year career is immeasurable.  His first great challenge as an Ordnance Officer came about during World War II.  Two major stumbling blocks for planning the ammunition logistics in the Pacific were the lack of 10,000-ton transport ships and the incredible lead-time of 11 months required for shipment of the ammunition up to 8,000 miles by freight ship.  Accuracy in planning was imperative for each planned offensive campaign in order to assure no shortage of ammunition.  To provide ammunition supplies for each campaign, ammunition was distrib​uted on the basis of maximum utilization.  Through his outstanding planning and managing, each offensive was provided with sufficient ammunition in a timely way.  From 1957 through 1959 as President of the Ordnance Board at Aberdeen Proving Ground, he organized his officers into commodity-oriented specialty groups to reduce duplication of effort and to ensure that even small items within each commodity received the proper attention.  Later, while he was Commander of White Sands Missile Range, he inaugurated the “off-range” firing of the long-range missiles.  Through a massive effort and constant coordination with the Governors of Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico, the off-range launch program was approved and invaluable test information was (and still is) collected.  During his career, the Ordnance Corps began to grow rapidly, and in order to attract officers to the expanding Ordnance Corps, he proposed a scholarship program for ROTC cadets who were to be Ordnance officers.  The program was finally adopted for all branches six years later.  General Thorlin retired in 1965.
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