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Major General Duard D. Ball was born in McAlester, Oklahoma on October 11, 1930 and graduated from Oklahoma A&M University in 1953.  During his career, he held many key positions, including Deputy Commander for the Tank-Automotive Research and Development Command (TARADCOM).  TARADCOM was the lead laboratory for diverse programs involving tactical and combat vehicles.  His endeavors at TARADCOM produced significant results.  For instance, the M901 Improved TOW Vehicle and the M871, 22-1/2 ton semitrailer progressed to production under his leadership.  He was promoted to brigadier general and assumed command of the Ordnance Center and School in 1977, where he met the challenge of incorporating the Chemical Corps into the Ordnance Corps.  In 1979, he was promoted to major general and became the commanding general of White Sands Missile Range.  He had a key part in planning procedures to secure tracking stations and targeting areas for future space flight.  A year later, he became program manager for the Abrams Tank System.  His main concern was increasing the engine's production rate and reli​ability.  He was the commanding general of the Tank-Automotive Command from 1983 until his retirement in 1984.  General Ball died of leukemia on April 6, 1986. 
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Major General William E. Eicher was born in Clairton, Pennsylvania on September 16, 1926 and graduated from Washington State University.  As commander of the Armament Materiel Readiness Command (ARRCOM) when the concept of a single manager for conventional ammunition was implemented, he was responsible for managing the transfer of all ammunition procurement to his command.  Not only did his program satisfy all customer requirements and stabilize the ammunition production base, but it also resulted in a cost avoidance of over 400 million dollars. With his  leadership, the ARRCOM product improvement program grew from 200 million dollars to 2 billion dollars, while he was person​ally involved with improvements on the M578, M109A2 and Vulcan Air Defense Systems.  General Eicher's other contributions include the establishment of the Conventional Ammunition Working Capital Fund, which resulted in significant savings.  He was also instrumental in establishing the Armament Industrial Readiness Management System, a master data base for industrial readiness management and studies.  
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Colonel Stanford R. Hicks was born in St. Louis, Missouri on August 20, 1917 and attended Wayne State University and the Detroit Institute of technology.  He enlisted and then completed Ordnance Officer Candidate School in 1942.  His 27-year career was characterized by outstanding leadership and dedication to the Ordnance Corps.  As commander of the 667th Ordnance Ammunition Company in 1916, COL Hicks risked his life to save his soldiers.  When a fire broke out in the Ikego Ammunition Depot in Japan, he directed his men to safety, even after an explosion seriously injured his leg.  During the Korean Conflict, his company, the 65th Ordnance Ammunition Company, played a vital role in support of the 1st Marine Division near Inchon.  In 1950, he led his men up the beach, under heavy artillery fire, to organize an ammunition supply point.  Through the efforts of COL Hicks and his men, the 1st Marine Division was able to defeat the enemy.  For his actions, he was awarded the Bronze Star and Legion of Merit.  Under his command in 1951, the 83rd Ordnance Battalion in Korea received the Presidential Unit Citation and Meritorious Unit Commendation for actions beyond the call of duty.  While serving as chief of the Training Division at Aberdeen Proving Ground in 1953, he revised training by adding “hands-on” tech​niques such as field exercises, combat scenarios, and renovation lines.  Other notable assignments include Chief of the Ammunition Division, Seventh Army and Army representative to the Armed Services Explosives Safety Board.  Colonel Hicks retired in 1968.
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Mr. Julius P. Ziegler was born in Butler County, Pennsylvania on January 25, 1915. As Chief, Propellants and Explosives Division, Munitions Production Base Modernization Agency, Dover, New Jersey, he made many improvements in explosives, propellants, and engineering support during his 34 years of federal service.  The first of these was planning the original production plants for propellants, explosives, and chemicals, which supported the Armed Forces during World War II, and the Korean and Vietnamese Conflicts.  Between 1950 and 1955, he initiated the first mechanized roll powder line at Sunflower Army Ammunition Plant.  He also established a mechanized powder plant and a production line for the first transistorized warhead used for the Nike-Hercules missile.  In addition, he initiated and managed the first continuous nitroglycerin plant in the U.S. at Radford Army Ammunition Plant.  In the 1970’s, he found the technology to produce a major ingredient of multibased propellants, allowing the U.S. to become self-sufficient.  Mr. Ziegler's other accomplishments include finding a safer way to produce military black powder which saved the government almost one million dollars.  He initiated an antipollution program, extending from wastewater treatment to disposal of toxic lead azide.  Where possible, he included processes such as reusing heat energy and recapturing salable minerals in waste by-products.  Mr. Ziegler died in 1982.
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