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Lieutenant General Donald M. Babers was born on May 15, 1931 in Newkirk, New Mexico and graduated from Oklahoma A&M College in 1954.  He entered active duty at the Ordnance Basic Course, Aberdeen Proving Ground. He served in Vietnam from 1964-1965.  During a second tour at the Tank-Automotive Command from 1975 through 1980, he completed assignments as Project Manager, M60 Tank Production, Director of Procurement and Production, Deputy Commanding General of the U.S. Army Tank-Automotive Readiness Command, and finally, Project Manager for the XM1 Tank System Materiel Development and Research Command.  In this latter capacity, his outstanding managerial abilities, honed at all levels of Ordnance Corps work, were significant factors in the successful comple​tion of the XM1 development program.  In November 1982, General Babers succeeded LTG Harold Hardin as Executive Director for Conventional Ammunition and Deputy Commanding General for Materiel Readiness at the U.S. Army Materiel Development and Readiness Command.  In his final assignment as Director of the Defense Logistics Agency from 1984 until 1986, General Babers was perceptive, energetic, and decisive in a position of unique responsibility for worldwide logistical support to the military services.  Among his many accomplishments in this post were major contributions in quality assur​ance, establishment of the Defense Logistics Agency’s first productivity plan, emphasis on productivity enhancement and cost monitoring, and assumption of manage​ment responsibility for the disposal of hazardous waste materials.  He established an Office of Contracting Integrity which is unique within the Government.
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Lieutenant General Robert L. Bergquist was born on May 7, 1931 in Whitinsville, Massachusetts and graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree from Providence College, Rhode Island in 1954.  He completed the Transportation Officer Basic Course in 1954.  Following a tour as a project officer for the M113 Armored Personnel Carrier family of vehicles at the Tank-Automotive Command and transfer to the Ordnance Corps, he completed the Ordnance Officer Advanced Course at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland in 1962.  He conducted the operation, test, and evaluation of the M113 as a member of the Army Concept Team in Vietnam.  From 1964 to 1967, he served as project manager for several general-purpose vehicles.  Following graduation from the Armed Forces Staff College in 1968, he attended the Wharton School of Finance and Commerce at the University of Pennsylvania, where he received a Master of Business Administration in 1969.  He is also a distinguished 1971 graduate of the Industrial College of the Armed Forces.  General Bergquist held various posts with the Office, Chief of Staff of the Army, from 1971 to 1973.  From 1973 to 1976, he commanded Anniston Army Depot and was designated the first commander of the Depot Systems Command in September 1976.  In March 1978, he was appointed deputy commanding general for Resources and Management at the Army Material Development and Readiness Command, and in April 1983, he became commanding general of the U.S. Army Logistics Center and deputy commanding general for logistics for the Training and Doctrine Command. 

DOCTOR
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Dr. Robert J. Eichelberger was born on April 10, 1921 in Washing​ton, Pennsylvania and graduated from Washington and Jefferson College with a Bachelor of Science in Physics in 1942.  He then spent the next twelve years as a Research Physicist and Research Supervisor at the Carnegie Institute of Technology in Pittsburgh.  He was awarded a Master of Science in Physics in 1947 and a Doctorate in Physics in 1954, both from Carnegie.  From 1955 until his retirement in 1986, he served on the staff of the Ballis​tics Research Laboratory at Aberdeen Proving Ground in a variety of increasingly responsible research and supervisory positions.  He spent his last nineteen years, 1967 to 1986, as director.  During his career, he published more than 200 technical papers and reports.  He is known worldwide as the father of the modern-day shaped charge, and is recognized as the principal authority on shaped-charge theory, warhead design, and the design of protection against shaped charges.  He has also made significant contributions to our understanding of detonation physics, the electrical and magnetic phenomena induced by strong shocks in solids, and the military significance of hypervelocity impact.  During his tenure as Director of the Ballistic Research Laboratory, he was noted for his exceptional ability to plan research programs and to identify and implement specific fundamental studies needed to provide a sound basis for subsequent research and development.  The Laboratory's programs have included applied research in exterior and interior ballis​tics, terminal effects of nuclear and non-nuclear devices, target signatures, and electromagnetic wave propagation, materiel vulnerability, and support of fundamental research in physics, mathematics, chemistry, engineering, and biophysics.  The results of his work and that of his colleagues form the basis of modern weapons technology.
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Mr. Charles B. Salter was born on August 19, 1925 in Detroit, Michigan.  A combat infantryman during World War II, he was a graduate of Michigan Technological University, where he was awarded a Master of Science degree in Metallurgical Engineering in 1949. From 1952 until 1962, he held increasingly responsible assignments as a metallurgist at the U.S. Army Ordnance Tank-Automotive Command's laboratories, eventually becoming Chief of the Metals Section.  From 1960 until 1969, he was the first Weapons System Officer on the M551 Sheridan and then Chief, Vehicle Engineering Division for the Sheridan vehicle, producing a vehicle capable of traveling at speeds in excess of 40 mph on primary and secondary roads.  From 1969 until 1975, he served as Deputy Project Manager for M60 tanks and later as Deputy Project Manager for M60 tank produc​tion.  In late 1973, after the Yom Kippur War, he oversaw the overhaul, rehabilitation, and diversion of tanks to Israel under urgent circumstanc​es, and then saw to the replacement of these diverted assets by estab​lishing a second source for the casting of M60 hulls and turrets.  Concurrently, he led the program of converting and upgrading M48A1 and M48A3 tanks with improved engines, transmissions, and the 105mm weapon.  From 1975 to 1984, he was Deputy Manager for the Bradley fighting vehicle systems, leading the program through a major redirection with full scale develop​ment, testing, production, and fielding.  He saw to it that the Bradley program met or exceeded all requirements for the system established by the Army. From 1984 until 1986, he was Deputy Program Manager for light combat vehicles, and in February 1986, he was asked to provide direction to the U.S. Army Tank-Automotive Command's Research, Development, and Engineering Center, then in urgent need of reorganization.  In the last four months of his life, he restored the coherence and unity of the Center and got the organization moving again with a new zest and sense of purpose.  Mr. Salter died on June 3, 1986 in Detroit, Michigan.

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR

DONALD L. TURNER
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Command Sergeant Major Donald L. Turner was born in Huntington, West Virginia on July 1, 1938.  He entered the West Virginia National Guard in 1953 and enlisted in the United States Army in 1955.  For the next seven years, he served as an enlisted ordnance supply and parts specialist in Germany and in Korea.  From 1962 until 1964, he was the Senior Supply Technician for the Hawk Test Firing Battery, White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico, where he established, maintained, and operated the largest prescribed load list in the Army.  From 1964 until 1968, he was First Sergeant and Materiel Noncommissioned Officer of the 1st Maintenance Battalion in Germany.  Following a tour as First Sergeant of Headquarters and Company A, 704th Maintenance Battalion in South Vietnam, he served four years as First Sergeant for the Weapons Training Department at the U.S. Army Ordnance Center and School.  From 1973 until 1974, he was a student at the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy, Fort Bliss, Texas.  Concurrently, he completed the requirements for an Associate in Arts Degree at El Paso Community College.  He subsequently served as Command Sergeant Major for the 21st Support Command, the 36th Engineer Group (Combat), and the U.S. Army Armament Materiel Readiness Command.  His final post was that of Command Sergeant Major of the U.S. Army Logistics Command, Fort Lee, Virginia.  Here he served as the senior enlisted advisor to the Commanding General of the U.S. Army Logistics Center.  He is uniquely qualified among Ordnance noncommissioned officers in that he has served in key assignments on both the wholesale and retail sides as well as the training base of the Ordnance Corps.  His outstanding leadership and techni​cal abilities enabled him to influence improvements in everything from troop welfare and mission success to the organization and doctrine of the Ordnance Corps.

BRIGADIER GENERAL

FREDERICK G. WAITE


Brigadier General Frederick G. Waite was born in Chicago, Illinois on August 4, 1907. He entered active duty with the United States Army in February 1941, and from January 1942, was assigned to a succession of increasingly responsible ordnance assignments in the Southwest Pacific Area Theatre.  His conduct of ordnance operations, both in Australia and in New Guinea over a period of two years, and his planning and conducting of the ordnance mission in General MacArthur's invasion of Leyte in the Philippines were among his outstanding accomplishments.  Among the latter were his plans and outfitting of four 265-foot concrete barges, which were used as floating maintenance shops.  These were used in addition to a 2,500-ton depot barge, designed to supplement maintenance facilities.  A highly acclaimed thesis on the subject of Ordnance Service Support Problems in Tropical Warfare, which drew upon his World War II experiences of the damaging effects of heat and moisture on materiel in World War II, was submitted to the faculty of the Armed Forces Staff College while he was a student there in 1950.  Following several years service in the Office, Secretary of Defense, where he provided development of defense policies for NATO, he converted the Terre Haute Ordnance Depot into an Air Force production equipment center and then assumed command of Letterkenny Ordnance Depot, then the largest distribu​tion depot within the Ordnance Corps.  He successfully reorganized the depot, streamlining and expediting management, decision-making, and operations.  He successively served as Ordnance Officer for the U.S. Eighth Army in Korea, as Ordnance Officer for U.S. Forces in Korea, and finally as Ordnance Officer for the United Nations Command.  He was responsible, among other things, for the ordnance readiness of the Republic of Korea forces and the Turkish forces in Korea.  He served for a time on the UN Armistice Commission representing the U.S. Army in negotiations with the Communist forces.  He then coordinated the phase-down of ordnance operations in Japan.  In his final assignment, as Ordnance Officer for Headquarters, U.S. Army Pacific, he oversaw expansion of ordnance activities at the U.S. Army Logistical Depot, which provided support to Military Assistance Pacific recipient countries in the Western Pacific.  General Waite retired from the Army in 1962 and died on November 23, 1985.
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