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Mr. Frederick J. Clas was born in Albany, New York in 1922 and began his career as an 18-year old machinist at Watervliet Arsenal in 1940.  He served for two years as an Army enlisted man during World War II, Mr. Clas remained at Watervliet for more than four decades until his retirement in 1985.  For the final 21 years of his tenure there, he was Director of Arsenal Operations.  Among his many accomplishments were the successful introduction of carbide into machine cutting tools, which increased their productivity 500 to 1000 percent; the use of high speed photography in the study of chip formation; the installation of flexible manufacturing systems, presently the largest in the country; and the establishment of performance standards more stringent than most in private industry.  His efforts resulted in a greater than 99 percent completion on scheduled production rate during World War II and a better than 98 percent rate during the Vietnam Conflict.  Mr. Clas served under eighteen commanding officers during his tenure as Director of Arsenal Operations.  The smooth transition from each of these to the next could not have been accomplished without his experience and expertise.  The dedication of most of his profes​sional career to the able management of cannon production has been a major service to the Ordnance Corps and to the United States Army.
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Colonel Leo A. Codd was born in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1895 and graduated from Loyola Unversity in 1916.  He later completed graduate studies at Georgetown University, receiving a Master of Law degree in 1923.  Follow​ing a year as an instructor in chemistry at Georgetown, he was a civilian explosives chemist with the Ordnance Department for six years.  In 1924, he was appointed Associate Editor of the Army Ordnance Association.  For five years during the late 1920's, he was on active duty in the Manufacturing Service of the Ammunition Division, Office Chief of Ordnance.  From 1929 until his retirement in 1963, he served the Ordnance Association in a variety of capacities as editor, author of numerous articles on mobilization and defense issues, executive secre​tary, and executive vice-president.  In 1937, his book American Industry and National Defense  was published.  During World War II, he was recalled to active duty as executive assistant to the Chief of Ordnance.  Colonel Codd is recognized for his dedication to the cause of industrial preparedness before and after World War II, his long service to the Army Ordnance Association, and his public relations service to the Ordnance Corps during World War II.  Colonel Codd died in 1971.

BRIGADIER GENERAL

JOSEPH M. COLBY
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Brigadier General Joseph M. Colby was born in Iowa in 1904, and studied at Virginia Military Institute and at the University of Iowa before complet​ing his undergraduate training at West Point in 1929.  He was awarded a Master of Science degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1935.  Originally a cavalry officer, General Colby transferred to Ordnance in the mid- 1930s and became an authority on tank automotive design and development.  During the 1930s and 1940s, he was responsible for a number of innova​tions and inventions, which were incorporated into weapons systems.  These included the torque converter transmission for tanks and 75mm motor carriages, transverse transmissions and torsion bar suspen​sions for a number of different tanks and other weapons, and the concen​tric recoil mechanism for tank cannon.  He is also credited with develop​ment of many of the light, medium, and heavy tanks used by Allied armies during World War II.  During the years 1941 and 1942, he took the first American tanks to North Africa for use by the British Army, and instruct​ed the British in the use of these weapons.  His direction of tank production at Detroit Arsenal during World War II brought him the well-deserved sobriquet of Mr. Tank.  He was also responsible for incorporat​ing synthetic rubber into American tanks during World War II.  His later responsibilities include the command of Frankford Arsenal and concluded with his assignment as Deputy Commanding General of the Ordnance Missile Command at Redstone Arsenal.  Following his retirement from the Army in 1959, General Colby served for a number of years as Vice President  of the North American Rockwell Corporation.  He died in 1974.
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[image: image10.jpg]



[image: image11.jpg]



Brigadier General David W. Hiester was born in Indiana in 1914 and graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1936.  Prior to his arrival at Aberdeen Proving Ground in 1962, he had completed a number of important assignments, including four years as a faculty member at West Point between World War II and the Korean Conflict; several tours in Korea, the last as Ordnance Officer for the Eighth Army, where he supplied ordnance materiel to some 600,000 personnel; and the command of Letter​kenny Army Depot.  His most outstanding contribution to Ordnance, however, came during his 52-month tour as Commandant of the Ordnance School from 1962 until 1967.  He assumed command just as the Office Chief of Ordnance was being dismantled as part of a Defense Department reorga​nization.  Simultaneously, Ordnance training was being stepped up because of the developing Vietnam Conflict emergency.  An officer candidate school had to be reinstituted at Aberdeen, and the Ordnance School was pressed far beyond the rated capacity of its staff and facilities.  General Hiester was looked upon as the Army's principal advisor on Ordnance matters during this critical period.  He was called upon to redefine the mission, policy, duties, and responsibilities of the Ordnance Corps, and also served on the Army's Board of Inquiry on Army Logistics Systems.  His dedicated professionalism enabled him to perform his many demanding tasks and to keep the Ordnance Corps intact at a most critical time in its history.  General Hiester retired in 1967.
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Mr. Kaufman T. Keller was born in Pennsylvania in 1885, attended high school and business school there, and began his career in 1904 as secretary to an author travelling in Europe.  In 1906, he began his technical career with the Westinghouse Company, and by 1909, had entered the automotive field.  He was associated with General Motors in 1911 and by 1921 had risen to the vice presidency of the Chevrolet Motor Company.  In 1926, he was made Vice President of the Chrysler Corporation and President of the Dodge Motor Company.  From 1935 until 1950, Mr. Keller was President of the Chrysler Corporation, and in his capacity, began his signal service to Ordnance and to the American Government in World War II.  He proposed creation of the Detroit Tank Arsenal, and some 25,000 tanks of various types were produced there by Chrysler between 1941 and 1945.  Chrysler also produced trucks, B-29 bomber engines and fuselage parts, 60,000 anti-craft cannon, gyrocompasses and radar mounts, atom bomb apparatus, and 125 miles of submarine nets, all under the tough, blunt, direction of Mr. Keller.  He became Chairman of the Board of Chrysler in 1950 and again helped make his company part of the backbone of this country's materiel production during the Korean Conflict.  At the request of President Truman, he assumed the Directorship of the U.S. Guided Missile Program, where he remained until the end of the Korean Conflict.  He retired from Chrysler in 1956 and died in 1966.  One of America's greatest production experts, his achievements are legendary.

BRIGADIER GENERAL
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Brigadier General Charles D. Y. Ostrom, Jr. was born in California in 1918.  He holds engineering degrees from the University of California at Berkeley, Harvard, and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He entered the Army in 1941, and from the time of Pearl Harbor until late 1943, while still a second lieutenant, was responsible for providing ammunition to all Army and Air Corps units on the West Coast and in Alaska.  He later played an impor​tant role in the loading and staging of ammunition for the Kiska opera​tion in the Aleutian Islands.  His expertise in ammunition operations was so respected that as a lieutenant he was asked to critique the first draft of the field manual dealing with ammunition operations in the field.  In the European Campaign, he was Ammunition Officer for the Ninth Army.  He organized and supervised ammunition operations during General McArthur's Inchon invasion in the Korean Conflict and was later Eighth Army Ammunition Officer in Korea.  He subse​quently served as Executive Officer at Picatinny Arsenal; as Chief of the Army Research Office in Europe; and as Director of the Ballistic Re​search, Human Engineering, and Coating and Chemical Laboratories at Aberdeen Proving Ground. Following a tour as U.S. Army Director of Research, he served as Comman​dant of the Army Ordnance Center and School from 1968 until 1972.  Here he was concerned with updating the courses of instruc​tion for officers, providing well-trained Ordnance person​nel for service in Vietnam and elsewhere, and creating the Ordnance Hall of Fame.  He also instituted a noncommissioned officer course using available resourc​es, though there was no Army-wide course system for noncommissioned officers at the time.  Following retirement in 1972, he continued his dedication to Ordnance by writing and publishing articles on a variety of Ordnance subjects.

STAFF SERGEANT

EMIL RANINEN



Staff Sergeant Emil Raninen was born in Michigan in 1916, attended high school and technical college there, and entered the Army in the Spring of 1941.  Following training as an infantryman and ordnanceman, he was assigned to 732nd Light Maintenance Company of the 32nd Infantry Division.  By the fall of 1942, he found himself in New Guinea during the bitter fighting for the strategic Pacific island.  In December 1942, he volunteered to go into “no man's land” under enemy fire to deter​mine the manufacture of three enemy antiaircraft guns, count the ammuni​tion for these weapons, dismantle them, and bring back their breech-blocks.  In the course of this mission, he killed several enemy person​nel.  For this exploit, he was awarded the Silver Star.  On a later occasion, on Saidor beachead, he and several buddies captured and repaired a Japanese machine gun and used it against enemy planes during a raid.  He also captured enemy personnel following seizure of Saidor by American forces.  For 14 months, toward the end of the war, he served as an artillery repair instructor at the Ordnance School, Aberdeen Proving Ground.  He returned to civilian life following World War II.  Sergeant Raninen's distinguished combat service epitomizes the outstanding accomplishments of the ordnancemen attached to the 32nd Division, whose record is among the most noteworthy in the annals of the U.S. Army.

MAJOR

ROBERT J. SURKEIN



Major Robert J. Surkein was born in New York City in 1918.  He entered the Army in 1946 and spent fifteen years as a transportation officer in the U.S. and in Europe.  From 1961 until 1985, he rendered distinguished civilian service as Director of the Transportation and Traffic Management Directorate at Joliet and at Rock Island, Illinois.  One of his major accomplishments was the development of a system called “Inventory in Motion.”  The use of this procedure during wartime provides a continuous flow of materiel from the United States to overseas depots while reducing stock in combat areas, thereby saving storage costs and reducing the amount of ammunition exposed to enemy attacks.  Most significantly, “Inventory in Motion” provides those responsible for control of ammunition flow with the necessary information telling them when and how to turn the control valve to provide the user with what he needs, when he needs it, and under the proper conditions.  His innovation has also been of inestima​ble value since the Vietnam Conflict in getting war materiel to various parts of the world on extremely short notice.  Major Surkein is recognized for his contributions to enhance readiness posture, combat efficiency, and cost effectiveness.
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