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STAFF SERGEANT

JAMES P. BOYD
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Staff Sergeant James P. Boyd was born in Sweetwater, Texas on October 21, 1917.  Trained as a small arms mechanic, he was assigned to the 17th Ordnance Company (Armored), and in Septem​ber 1941 was shipped with his unit to the Philippines.  Attached to the Provisional Tank Group on the Island of Luzon, he and other armament mechanics of his unit modified more than 1,000 rounds of World War I, 37mm, anti-personnel ammunition so that the Tank Group could more effectively combat invading Japanese troops.  Throughout the campaign, he also braved enemy fire to make on-site repairs to the Group's weapons.  After the surrender of American forces on the Bataan Peninsula on April 8, 1942, he and several other soldiers escaped into the moun​tains around Luzon.  For two years, he operated with the Tala guerrillas, teaching them how to maintain their old Springfield and Enfield rifles. He provided repairs and maintenance expertise to keep the weapons operational.  He also provided General MacAr​thur's intelligence officers with needed information on the deploy​ment and disposition of the Japanese defenders of Luzon.  Sergeant Boyd attained the rank of Staff Sergeant before leaving the service in January 1946.  He has continued to honor the Ordnance Corps through his accomplishments as a private citizen and community leader.

MAJOR GENERAL

CARROLL H. DEITRICK
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Major General Carroll H. Deitrick was born in Watsontown, Pennsylvania on April 11, 1898.  General Deitrick began his career as an assistant Ordnance Officer with the Hawaiian Ordnance Depot in the 1920s, and first came to Aberdeen Proving Ground as an assistant proof officer in 1930.  Tours of duty with the Supply Division in the old Office Chief of Ordnance, as Commander of the Ogden Ordnance Depot in Utah, and at Picatinny Arsenal followed in the next decade.  During World War II, he held important staff positions in Washington, and during the period from November 1944 until May 1945, was Chief Ammunition Officer and Deputy to the Chief Ordnance Officer in the European Theater of Operations.  In Europe, he performed an essential service by determining Army ammunition requirements, convincing the War Department of these needs, and expediting shipment of the ammunition from U.S. production plants to the front lines.  In the post-war period, he also served as Chief of the Cincinnati Ordnance District and as Chief of the Inspection Branch and Executive Officer, Office Chief of Ordnance.  He subsequently served tours as Commanding General of Watertown Arsenal and the Tank-Automo​tive Center in Detroit.  His final assignment was that of Command​ing General of Aberdeen Proving Ground during the years 1956 to 1958.  General Deitrick retired in 1958 and died in 1973.

MAJOR GENERAL

EARL S. GRUVER
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Major General Earl S. Gruver was born in Easton, Pennsylvania in 1898.  From 1929 until 1935, General Gruver was a gunnery test officer at Aberdeen Proving Ground and then helped provide Ordnance support for mechanized cavalry at Fort Eustis, Virginia and Fort Knox, Kentucky.  He returned to West Point as an instructor in ordnance and gunnery for several years, then attended the Command and General Staff College, completing the course there in 1938.  Several other assignments at Fort Benning and Fort Knox followed, and in 1942 he became the Ordnance Officer for the U.S. Military Mission in Cairo, Egypt.  He later was responsible for the depots, shops, and schools which supported the British Eighth Army with U.S. materiel, including the supervision of maintenance on all equipment.  Transferred to England late in 1944 as Deputy Ordnance Officer for the Services of Supply Headquarters, he also prepared plans for the invasion of Europe as Chief of the Planning Division, Ordnance Section.  He was Chief of the Industrial Activities Division in the Office of the Under Secretary of War from 1945 to 1946, and then served in Panama as Ordnance Officer, Panama Canal Department, and later as Ordnance Officer, U.S. Army Caribbean.  General Gruver retired in 1955, and died in 1963.

BRIGADIER GENERAL

JOEL G. HOLMES

[image: image10.jpg]




Brigadier General Joel G. Holmes was born in Forked River, New Jersey in August 1892. As Chief of the Ammunition Branch, Office Chief of Ordnance from 1940 to 1943, he had responsibility for the design, construction and operation of all government-owned and contractor-operated shell, bomb, and bag- loading plants in the U.S.  In mid-1943, he was made Deputy Ordnance Officer for the European Theater of Operations in Europe.  In this assignment, he was responsible for the enormous buildup of Ordnance materiel in preparation for the invasion of France and subsequent campaigns in Europe.  His task involved supplying allied forces as well as American troops.  From February until September 1945, he was Chief of the Technical Division, Ordnance Service Office and Chief Ordnance Officer, Headquarters, European Theater of Operations.  Following a short tour as Chief of the Chicago Ordnance District, he completed his Army service as Field Director of Ammunition Plants and Commanding General of the Ordnance Ammunition Center, Joliet Arsenal, Illinois.  Here, he was responsibile for the supervision and operation of all Ordnance Department ammunition manufacturing facilities in the U.S.  With the coming of the Korean Conflict, he was responsible for the procurement of large numbers of ammunition requests from industrial plants in the U.S. to meet mobilization requirements.  General Holmes retired in 1952 after 39 years' service and died in 1970.
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