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MISTER

HENRY B. JONES
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Mr. Henry B. Jones was born in Murray, Kentucky in 1921.  He was instrumental in the procurement of Patton-style tanks (M46, M47, and M48) for the Korean Conflict, and is credited with much of the planning which converted the Detroit Arsenal Tank Plant from a government-owned-and-operated facility to one which was government-owned and contractor-operated.  Mr. Jones oversaw contract actions with a value approaching one billion dollars during the Korean Conflict.  He was instrumental in incorporating tens of thousands of armored vehicles into the U.S. Army and allied inventories, including the M60-series main battle tank and the M113 armored personnel carrier family of vehicles.  It was largely through his efforts that M60 tank production was transferred in 1959 from the Lenape Tank Plant in Maryland to the Detroit Arsenal Tank Plant.  In recent years, he has been the Army's senior procurement official responsible for a second generation of trucks, armored personnel carriers, fighting vehicles, and tanks.  He has been the chief architect of the highly economical, sophisticated multiyear contractual arrange​ments for weapons which have saved billions of dollars for the taxpayer.  He has also been responsible for numerous management systems improve​ments, such as automation, in the Tank- Automotive Command’s procurement procedures.  Mr. Jones, in short, has been the prime catalyst in spearheading the modernization of Army ground vehicle procurement in the 1980s.
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Mr. Victor Lindner was born in New York City in 1916.  He is internationally known as a free world authority in the research and development of armaments.  He has dedicated his professional career to conceptualizing weapons systems munitions and in coordinating present-day technology to develop and field these systems.  Through his leadership and organizational and technical abilities, he was personally responsible for contributions of national importance in developing an entire new array of nonnuclear munitions systems.  These systems have included nine high performance antitank munitions, six new extended range mortar projectiles, the 40mm grenade launcher, six artillery projectiles with twice the range and as much as a ten-fold increase in lethality over those previously available, twelve unique warheads for rockets, twelve new mines with a three-fold perfor​mance increase, and at least four weapons for tactical fixed and rotary wing aircraft.  These weapons constitute a large proportion of our present stockpile.
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Mr. John M. Olin was born in Alton, Illinois in 1892.  His work for the Ordnance Corps began in the late 1930s, as the nation prepared for its possible entry into what became World War II.  A number of small arms plants were built, which proved to be Mr. Olin's biggest contribution to the war effort.  In August of 1941, Olin Indus​tries designed and developed a working model of the now famous M-1 carbine in a thirteen-day period.  During World War II, Olin Industries produced half a million Garand rifles and nearly a million light weapons.  In addition, several million centerfire cartridges were produced each day by Olin Industries, together with primers, detonators, high explosives, and other items.  Mr. Olin was the inventor or co-inventor of 24 items in the field of arms, ammunition, and explosives manufacture and design, and was responsible for numerous developments in the field of ballistics.  Mr. Olin was a philanthropist who was interested in furthering progress in a number of fields of endeavor, notably wildlife conservation.  He died in 1985.

LIEUTENANT GENERAL

BENJAMIN F. REGISTER, JR.



Lieutenant General Benjamin F. Register, Jr. was born in Columbus, Georgia in 1930.  He commanded Ordnance soldiers at every level during the major part of his career.  In 1981, he chaired the Retail (Combat Service Support) Team in a study of Army Logistics.  Within a six-month period, his team produced a 27-volume study, which contained 289 recommendations for organizational, doctrinal, and opera​tional improvements across the spectrum of Army logistical support.  In 1982, he was directed to combine the functions of life-cycle management of armament, munitions, and chemical materiel into a single consolidated command.  In a short time, he accomplished this monumental task, bringing some 22,000 military and civilian personnel and 47 separate centers, arsenals, ammunition plants, and activities together.  In 1985, General Register enunciated a ten-part plan for Ordnance Officer development, since known as “Ben's Ten,” which has since become the basis for the Officer Advanced Course plan of instruction.  General Register retired in 1987.

MAJOR GENERAL

GEORGE E. TURNMEYER, JR.



Major General George E. Turnmeyer, Jr. was born in Dubuque, Iowa in 1925.  From 1967 until 1970, he was Logistics Officer for the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  As the primary logisticians charged with detailed planning during this period, it was his task to see to it that American forces had the equipment and supplies to carry out their mission.  He made major contributions to the war effort, and to withdrawal planning for U.S. Forces from Southeast Asia.  He saw to the deployment of three Korean divisions and one Thai division in Vietnam, and organized a worldwide logistics conference which resulted in an unprecedented exchange of information on vital issues and programs.  As Deputy Commander and later Commander, Army Materiel Command, Europe, from 1970 until 1973, General Turnmeyer commanded some 21,000 personnel and was responsible for all Army logistical support except medical.  He completely reorganized the supply, maintenance, and transpor​tation elements of the Theater Logistics System.  He was designated Project Manager for the Lance missile system, and was instrumental in bringing this complex project on line, on schedule.  He also played a major role in the develop​ment of a nonnuclear warhead and fuze system for the Lance.  The remark​able string of successful test firings (23 successful out of 23 tries) provided the basis for the ultimate standardization of this weapons system.  From 1974 until 1977, General Turnmeyer was first Deputy Commander and then Commander of the U.S. Army Missile Command and Redstone Arsenal.  He retired in 1977 and presently lives in Huntsville, Alabama.
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