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Sarah W. Clements was born in Chickasha, Oklahoma on March 11, 1911 and graduated from the University of Oklahoma in 1936.  She worked for various govern​ment agencies, and in 1956 became a Programming Officer with the Office Chief of Ordnance.  This relationship lasted twenty-five years and was marked by her consistently outstanding performance.  She became a leader in the analysis and review of tremendously complex weapon systems.  She continued to blaze new trails for women, as she became the first female to be promoted into the Senior Executive Service in 1975.  She capped a career of unparalleled government service by serving as the Deputy for Materiel Acquisition Management, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army.  Sarah Clements is truly an Ordnance heroine.
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Colonel Raymond C. Costabile was born in Chicago, Illinois on January 5, 1916 and graduated from the University of Illinois in 1937.  During a distinguished thirty-year career as a U.S. Army Officer, beginning in 1940, he became a specialist in the research, development, procurement, production, storage, and distribution of conventional munitions.  Highlights of his career include service as an Ammunition Battalion Commander in the China-Burma-India Theatre during World War II; an Arsenal Commander in Illinois for six years following World War II; an Ordnance Officer in the Panama Canal Zone; and Project Manager for bombs, fuzes, and explosives production and related components during the Vietnam Conflict.  He was also an outstanding civilian consultant to the Project Manager of Production Base Modernization, and for the past 15 years the Industrial Specialist (Ammunition, Production, and Logistics) for the U.S. Army Materiel Systems Analysis Activity at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.  In 1966, he found an alternative method of manufacturing TNT.  Instead of the vintage Batch Method, Colonel Costabile turned to the more modern Canadian continuous TNT nitration system.  This greatly increased the safe production of TNT at a much reduced cost, from 25 to 13 cents per pound.
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Captain Frank Gyovai was born in Sovereign, West Virginia in 1920 and entered the Army before the outbreak of World War II.  As a private, he went to the Philippines in January 1941 and served as a tracked vehicle mechanic with the 17th Armored Ordnance Company.  Following the Japanese invasion of the Islands in December 1941, his unit supported the Philippine Provisional Tank Group.  He played a major role in repairing and returning tanks to battle.  This was particularly difficult after his unit found itself fighting a defensive battle on the Bataan Peninsula, cut off from their source of supply.  He was one of many thousands forced to undertake the infamous Death March which began on April 10, but he escaped.  For a year and half, he was a guerilla fighter on the Island of Luzon.  In December 1943, he won a battlefield commission as a lieutenant and was made supply officer for his guerilla unit.  He continued to gather food, arms, ammunition, and medical supplies for his group and others fighting the Japanese.  He also conducted reconnaissance activities, and passed much useful information through the guerrilla chain of command and ultimately to the American authorities at the Pacific Command.  From May 1945, when he left the Philippines, until June of 1947, he was Quartermaster Supply Officer at the Quarter​master Depot on the island of New Caledonia.  Captain Gyovai subsequently left the Army and died in 1984.
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Major General Arthur Holmes, Jr. was born in Decatur, Alabama, on May 12,1931.  Among his many other assignments, he twice served as a Maintenance Battalion Commander, the second in Vietnam.  He is a graduate of the Naval War College and was a member of the Guidance and Procedures Branch of the Logistics Directorate for the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  He also served as Chief of Ordnance Branch of the Officer Personnel Direc​torate at the U.S Army Military Personnel Center before becoming Command​er of the Division Support Command for the First Infantry Division (Mechanized) at Fort Riley, Kansas.  He subsequently served as Assistant Division Commander-Support for the same unit, the first Combat Service Support officer to fill such a position.  From 1977 until 1979, he again broke new ground while becoming the first combat service support officer to serve as Executive Officer to the Secretary of the Army.  He then completed a tour as Deputy Commanding General of the U.S. Army Tank-Automotive Command before returning to the Washington area in 1980 as Director of Readiness for the U.S. Army Materiel Development and Readiness Command.  He then received successive assignments as Deputy Inspector General for Inspection and Compliance and Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff of Logistics.  His final post was that of Commanding General, U.S. Army Tank-Automotive Command, where he oversaw the delivery of 30,000 tactical vehicles to the field with the highest level of user satisfaction yet realized.  General Holmes retired in 1987 after 37 years of distinguished service.
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