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BRIGADIER GENERAL

JOHN A. KRESS
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Brigadier General John A. Kress was born in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania in 1839 and graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1861.  He began his career as an officer when he joined the 25th New York Infantry as the aide‑de‑camp for General James S. Wadsworth.  He served throughout the Civil War and commanded the 94th New York Volunteers in many battles, including Fredericksburg and Gettysburg.  For his services at Gettysburg, he was cited in dispatches for gallantry and brevetted a Lieutenant Colonel of Volunteers.  When a vacancy for a regular second lieutenant in the Ordnance Corps developed in 1863, he took the neces​sary examination and was appointed.  He soon became a lieutenant colonel again and was assigned to the 117th U.S. Colored Infantry.  In this capacity, he obtained some of the scarce Spence Repeating Rifles for his men and led them in the capture of a Confederate fort which had repeatedly resisted previous assaults.  He also served during the war as Chief Ordnance Officer of the Army of the James, and Inspector General of the 20th Army Corps.  After the Civil War, he received an appointment as a first lieutenant in the Ordnance Department, but retained his rank of Lieutenant Colonel of Volunteers.  He did this so as to remain in a position where he could monitor and participate in Ordnance activities.  He was assigned to several powder depots and arsenals, most memorably the U.S. Arsenal at Vancouver Barracks in Washington.  A captain at the time, he received orders to repel an Indian attack.  He commandeered the river steamer “Spokane,” armed it with Gatling guns, and trained a platoon of his Ordnance Detachment to act as a gunboat crew.  He and his crew moved 255 miles up river, intercepted the hostile Indians and drove them back into Oregon.  He was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for these actions.  He served as Chief of Ordnance for U.S. Forces in Cuba during the Spanish‑American War from 1898 to 1899.  He was then assigned as Commander of the St. Louis Powder Depot until his retirement in 1903.  He was appointed Brigadier General by President Theodore Roosevelt.  General Kress died in Washington, D.C. on July 4, 1933.

MAJOR GENERAL

WILLIAM E. POTTS
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Major General William E. Potts was born in Nashville, Tennessee in 1935 and entered the U.S. Army on November 8, 1958 through the Army Reserve Officer Training Corps at Vanderbilt University.  He earned a Bachelor of Science Degree and subsequent​ly received a Master of Public Administration.  The Ordnance Corps was the first of the Combat Service Support branches of the Army to secure approval of its plans for integration into the Army’s new Regimental System and he was formally appointed to the reconstituted Office Chief of Ordnance on October 28, 1985.  He was the first to hold that proud and historic position in over twenty-three years.  His tenure as Chief of Ordnance was marked by improvements in unit and individual training, improved methods of identifying and securing the best qualified men and women to serve as Ordnance Officers (including improvements in ROTC training and officer procurement), and the stimulation of interest among warrant officer candidates in technical career fields. He succeeded in getting a single Ordnance Enlisted Assignment Branch established at the Military Personnel Center at the Pentagon.  Under his guidance, the Ordnance Center and School started producing increased quantities of doctrinal literature.  He placed consider​able emphasis on standardization, not only within the Ordnance Corps, but also in cooperation with the other branches of the Army, the other services, and to some extent in conjunction with other NATO forces, notably those of Great Britain and West Germany.  General Potts retired in 1987.  

LIEUTENANT GENERAL

LAWRENCE F. SKIBBIE



Lieutenant General Lawrence F. Skibbie was born in Bowling Green, Ohio in 1932 and graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1954 as an Artillery second lieutenant.  After several assignments within that branch, he attended the Ordnance Officer Career Course in 1957.  While assigned to the U.S. Army Munitions Production Base Modernization and Expansion Program, he developed, assembled, and marketed the first Five-Year Plan for the long-term effort to modernize the Army’s aging ammunition facilities.  He developed a computerized technique which prioritized by dollar savings, work force safety, environmental enhancements, and technology.  His applied logical programming techniques raised the program to a $500,000 per year investment.  As Commander of Rock Island Arsenal, he introduced modern management techniques to the production control function and laid the groundwork for the Arsenal Modernization Program which brought the Rock Island Arsenal to parity, allowing it to compete effectively with modern U.S. Industries.  As Director of Combat Systems Support in the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Research, Development, and Acquisition, he formulated and defended before Congress, the ammunition budgets necessary for the increased defense building of the 1980’s.  He was responsible for increased levels of training ammunition and the introduction of advanced tank and smart munitions.  He was the principal architect for the acquisition of the Mobile Subscriber Equipment Communica​tion System for the combat field Army, which utilized nontraditional procurement strategies and commercial techniques. The system was used extensively and successfully in Operations Desert Shield and Storm.  He was one of only three nonsignal officers to command Fort Monmouth and the U.S. Army Communi​cations Electronics Command, and from 1984 through 1987, he served as the Army Materiel Command Deputy Commanding General for both Readiness and Research and Develop​ment.  General Skibbie retired in 1987.

BRIGADIER GENERAL

JOHN T. THOMPSON


Brigadier General John T. Thompson was born in Newport, Kentucky in 1860 and graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1882.  Originally commissioned  an Artillery Officer, he transferred to the Ordnance Department in 1890.  During the Spanish‑American War, he served as Chief Ordnance Officer, Tampa, Florida and Chief Ordnance Officer, 4th Army Corps (General Shafter's expeditionary force in the campaign against Santiago de Cuba), and subsequently was a member of the board which selected camp sites in Cuba and arranged for Ordnance depots on the island.  He became Senior Assistant to the Chief of Ordnance in 1907 and at various times thereafter was acting Chief of Ordnance.  He was interested in military small arms and his service in Cuba impressed him with the necessity for increasing the fire power of the individual soldier, and duty at Springfield and Rock Island Arsenals sustained this interest.  While he was Chief of the Small Arms Division of the Ordnance Department, he supervised the development of the Springfield rifle.  Retiring from active service at the start of World War I, he became Chief Engineer of the Remington Arms Corporation and designed and built the corporation's Eddystone plant at Chester, Pennsylvania.  When recalled to active service in 1917, he became Chief of the Small Arms Division of the Ordnance Office and was in charge of the design and manufacture of small arms and cartridges. He again returned to inactive service in 1918.  In 1920, he became President of the Auto Ordnance Corporation and subsequently was in charge of engineering for the invention, manufacture, and inspection of his gun.  In 1921, on the Company's order, 15,000 basic Thompson submachine guns were manufactured by Colt's Patent Fire Army Manufacturing Company. The Thompson submachine gun, caliber .45 and caliber .38, was used by the U.S. Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, and Belgian Congo Army, becoming famous as the “Tommy Gun.”  From 1920 to 1930 he was president of the John T. Thompson Corporation and was promoted to brigadier general on the retired list in 1930.  General Thompson died in 1940.
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