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Command Sergeant Major Robert S. Abbott was born in Waukon, Iowa on April 23, 1941.  He entered the Army in 1958, and spent the first 16 years of his career supporting engineer equipment while honing his technical, tactical, and leadership skills.  Upon his transfer to Ordnance in 1974, he worked at the Ordnance School where he revised efficiency tests for students at the School, and later had responsibility for the training and welfare of a 500-man Advanced Individual Training company as First Sergeant.  Following graduation from the Sergeants Major Academy in 1978, he served a tour in Germany as a First Sergeant of a maintenance company and then as Command Sergeant Major of a maintenance battalion.  His most significant service to Ordnance began in 1983 when he was selected by Brigadier General Rozier to be the first Regimental Command Sergeant Major for the U.S. Army Ordnance Center and School.  During his tenure, he oversaw the establishment and accreditation of the Ordnance Noncommissioned Officer Academy, the first non-combat arms academy in the Army.  He then focused his energy on creating additional positions for sergeants major within the Corps to help revitalize the progression of Ordnance soldiers.  He took a vital interest in the Master Mechanic Program, the Regimental Affiliation Program, and in the quality of life for Ordnance soldiers and their families.  He is also the first enlisted person to serve as a member of the Ordnance Hall of Fame Selection Board.  Sergeant Major Abbott retired in 1988, and has served since May 12, 1989 as the Honorary Sergeant Major of the Ordnance Corps.
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Brigadier General Jack A. Apperson was born in Fredericksburg, Virginia on December 21, 1934 and graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1957.  He served in a variety of demanding capacities as company commander, battalion executive officer, assistant professor at West Point, branch personnel officer, battalion commander, and depot commander.  As Deputy Commanding General of the Missile Materiel Readiness Command and then the Missile Command during the years 1979 to 1981, he planned and executed major organizational changes.  He helped direct the merger of two major commands and the activation of the U.S. Army Missile Command.  He helped create a new innovative approach to wholesale logistics, augmented retail logistics support, and consolidated worldwide meteorology and calibration support at Redstone Arsenal.  Under his command, the materiel readiness and the morale and productivity of his personnel stood at all time highs.   As the commanding general, Depot Systems Command, his contributions paid long-lasting dividends in enhancing the Army depot system's support to the fighting force of the 1980's and early 1990's.  Since his retirement from the Army in 1983, General Apperson has continued to serve many of the materiel needs of Ordnance in private industry.

COLONEL

ROGERS BIRNIE
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Colonel Rogers Birnie was born in Taneytown, Maryland on April 5, 1851 and graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1872.  Originally an infantry officer, he transferred to Ordnance in 1878.  In 1887, he arranged for Watervliet Arsenal to construct the nation's first modern gun- making plant.  Between 1886 and 1898, while attached to the Office Chief of Ordnance, he advanced gun construction from uncertainty, hesitation, and indecision to a more exact science.  He became recognized as one of the world's leading gun experts.  During the Spanish-American War, he was Chief Ordnance Officer for the Division of Cuba.  Command of the New York Arsenal and then Sandy Hook Proving Ground in New Jersey between 1907 and 1912 helped prepare him for a tour as acting Chief of Ordnance from 1912 to 1913, during the temporary absence of  Brigadier General William Crozier.  From 1913 to 1915, he was President of the U.S. Army Ordnance Board.  Many prominent military leaders attempted to promote him to general officer rank, but existing law did not permit the Secretary of War to do so.  General Leonard Wood, the Army Chief of Staff, stated that “the science of gun construction owes Colonel Birnie a lasting debt of gratitude.  His rules and formulas are known by gun makers throughout the world.”  Colonel Birnie retired in 1915 after 43 years of service and died in 1939.
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Mr. William J. Gaines was born in Newport, Rhode Island in 1923 and attended Virginia Union University in the 1940's.  He is best known for his development of three critical systems which improved the management of Army munitions and were adopted Army-wide.  As a Munitions Systems Analyst, he was the Functional Project Manager for the Worldwide Ammunition Reporting System which was integrated into the Pacific area during the Vietnam Conflict and later throughout the world.  As the Department of the Army Project Officer, he contributed significantly to the acceptance and proliferation of the Automated Depot Operation and Management Information System, SPEEDEX, which as the Standard Depot System is now Department of Defense standard.  He was responsible as the project officer for the development, design, baseline documentation, staffing, approval and implementation of the Standard Army Ammunition System.  Finally, he developed an automated management system for the Army in Europe for use in managing munitions at the theater level and below.  Since 1978, he has been the Civilian Executive Assistant at Miesau Army Depot in Germany, where he orchestrated the installation of the Standard Depot System, utilizing a commercial satellite link to the United States, a pioneering effort in overseas munitions logistic management.  Mr. Gaines' efforts have produced quality systems, saved millions of dollars in man-hours, eliminated inefficient management practices, and provided unprecedented worldwide operational and management capability to the ammunition community.

MAJOR GENERAL

SHELTON E. LOLLIS
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PRIVATE 


tc  \l 1 "SHELTON E. LOLLIS"Major General Shelton E. Lollis was born in Holdenville, Oklahoma on November 6, 1914 and graduated from the University of Oklahoma in 1938.  He served as a senior technical staff officer to the Division of Guided Missiles, Office of the Secretary of Defense when the Army's guided missile program was in its infancy.  From 1957 to 1960, he served as Chief of the Ordnance Advisory Section, U.S. Military Advisory Group in Taiwan, Republic of China, directing more than 300 U.S. Army Ordnance advisors.  Between 1960 and 1964, he was President of the Ordnance Board, later the Army Material Command Board, developing future concepts for the Army's logistical systems.  As commander of the Eighth Army Depot Command in Korea from 1964 to 1966, he executed a major reorganization and relocation of his main depot, developed and implemented new and forward-looking systems and concepts of operation, and assumed many additional responsibilities.  As Deputy Commander and later as Commanding General of the First Logistics Command in Vietnam, he managed logistics support for American and allied troops there from 1966 to 1967.  In his final assignment as Commanding General of the Army Tank-Automotive Command, he greatly improved logistical support to American troops in Vietnam.  General Lollis retired in 1971 and has since been active as a consultant to private industry.
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Ms. Lida S. Mayo was born in Columbus, Mississippi on March 11, 1904 and  earned her undergraduate degree at Randolph-Macon Women's College in 1924.  She originally came to Washington as an employee of the Library of Congress, then joined the Military Air Transportation Command as a historian in 1947.  Between 1941 and 1950, she published several acclaimed biographies and historical studies focusing on 19th Century America.  During the early 1950's, she was a historian with the Ordnance Corps in Washington.  From 1956 to 1959, she was an Ordnance Historian with the Army's Center of Military History, and for 12 years, Chief of the Historical Branch, Center of Military History.  She retired in 1971 as a GS-14.  Her writings of World War II are immortalized in the Ordnance Department book series known as "The Green Books."  Her description of complex technical issues in highly readable prose has made these texts indispensable to all Ordnance men and women.  Following her retirement, she completed her book Bloody Buna in 1974.  This volume described the accomplishments of Ordnance personnel attached to the 32d Infantry Division during the New Guinea campaign in 1942.  The book has become a military history classic in the U.S. and was a best seller in Australia.  Ms. Mayo died in 1978.  

MAJOR GENERAL

CHARLES M. MURRAY



Major General Charles M. Murray was born in Laurel, Mississippi on October 18, 1932 and graduated from the University of Nebraska.  From 1950 until 1958, he was enlisted and served in a number of combat leadership positions as a noncommissioned officer during the Korean Conflict.  He was the senior person in his platoon as a 19-year-old sergeant.   In 1958, he attended Officer Candidate School and was commissioned as an infantry officer.  While assigned to a special weapons depot company in Germany, he transferred to Ordnance.  He attended the Ordnance Officer Ammunition Course and began serving in various maintenance assignments in Vietnam and then at the U.S. Pacific Command in Hawaii where he ran the ground munitions program for the Pacific Theater.  He commanded a maintenance battalion in Europe, then served as the Assistant Chief of Staff for Logistics, U.S. Army Europe.   He returned to Washington in 1975 and was a logistics staff officer for the Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics until 1978.  He returned to Europe in 1979 and commanded the 3rd Infantry Division Support Command.  In 1982, he became the Deputy Commanding General for Procurement and Readiness for the U.S. Army Missile Command at Redstone Arsenal.   As a brigadier general, in 1984, he took command of the 19th Support Command in Korea.  He was the Director of Supply and Maintenance in the office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics at the Pentagon between 1986 and 1989.  General Murray’s final assignment prior to retirement was that of Deputy Chief of Staff for Supply, Maintenance, and Transportation at the Army Materiel Command from 1989 to 1991.

LIEUTENANT GENERAL

GEORGE SAMMET, JR.



Lieutenant General George Sammet, Jr. was born in Chicago, Illinois on September 18, 1919 and graduated from the University of Illinois in 1940.  He received a reserve commission in the Field Artillery and was on active duty with the 359th Field Artillery Battalion in the European Theater of Operations during World War II.   He received a Regular Army commission in 1946 and was a member of the Artillery School faculty at Fort Sill, Oklahoma for two years.  He was then the director of instruction at the Turkish Artillery School from 1955 to 1957. In 1960, he became project manager for the M109 self-propelled howitzer.  He then was involved in research and development with the International, Plans and Programs, and Combat Materiel Divisions of the Office, Chief of Research and Development.  In 1963, he commanded the 4th U.S. Army Missile Command in Korea.  In the late 1960's he returned to the Office of Research and Development, serving in several capacities, then served as Deputy Director of Development for the Army Materiel Command.  A tour in Korea as a senior advisor to the Republic of Korea Army was followed by a third tour at the Office of Research and Development, where he became Deputy Chief as a major general in 1970.  He subsequently became known as “The Father of Project Management for the Army.”  General Sammet retired as Commander of the U.S. Army Materiel Development and Readiness Command in September 1977 and has since continued to serve Ordnance in private industry.
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