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Mr. Melvin E. Burcz was born in Detroit, Michigan on November 30, 1929.  He was educated at the Detroit Institute of Technology (B.S. in Civil Engineering, 1952), the University of Detroit (B.S. in Mechanical Engineering, 1961), and Central Michigan University (M.A. in Industrial Management, 1974).  He has been the chief architect of modernization of the Army's tactical vehicle fleet, and his efforts have resulted in the acquisition of modern vehicles used by virtually every Army unit, as well as the Marine Corps, the Air Force, the Navy, domestic government agencies, and a number of our foreign allies.  Mr. Burcz was a key player in the development and fielding of the HEMTT (Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Truck) family of vehicles and no less than five other series of wheel vehicles.  He was also instrumental in guiding the Palletized Load System (PLS) through development and production phases, and studied and implemented several vehicle safety initiatives, to include the antilock braking systems in the M915 line haul tractor fleet.  His excellent rapport with the automotive industry here and abroad was of enormous benefit to the Army.  The use of antilock brakes, steerable axles for greater mobility, and the use of the “family of vehicles concept” on Army vehicles, and the overall improvement of Army acquisitions through the sharing of information have all been a part of this fruitful relationship.  Over the years, he has been a prime player in developing the strong balance that exists today between the military and private sector in the development of equipment and weaponry.  In retirement, Mr. Burcz has continued to work toward the goal of a modern well-equipped defense force with a tactical vehicle fleet of the first quality.  Since his retirement in 1989, Mr. Burcz has continued making valuable contributions to the Army as a consultant.

MAJOR GENERAL

EDWIN I. DONLEY
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Major General Edwin I. Donley was born in Buchanan, Michigan on May 9, 1918.  He is a 1941 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, and holds a master's degree in Industrial Management from the University of Michigan.  Following an initial assignment with the Industrial Division, Office Chief of Ordnance early in World War II, he held several increasingly valuable posts, including that of Division Ordnance Officer in General George Patton's Third Army during the Ardennes, Central Europe, and Rhineland Campaigns.  Post-war advisory positions in the Caribbean, the U.S. State Department, the Office of Foreign Liquidation commission, and the Korean Military Advisory Group paved the way for successful assignments as Deputy Commanding General, Supply and Maintenance, U.S. Army Communication Zone, Europe; Com​mander, U.S. Army Materiel Command, Europe; Deputy Commander, Land Combat Systems, Redstone Arsenal, Alabama; and ultimately as Commander, U.S. Army Missile Command, Redstone Arsenal.  As Commander, U.S. Army MICOM, he directed the development of early missile systems, including the Pershing, Ser​geant, Hawk, Nike Hercules, Chaparral, Redeye, and Shillelagh.  Other weapons systems under his direction included the Surface-to-Air Missile Development Air Defense System, and land combat systems such as Lance, TOW, and Dragon.  He directed Army missile development from wartime to peacetime missions and was a driving force behind the International Logistics Program.  He lobbied to get responsi​bility for missile warheads moved from AMC to MICOM.  He believed in the logic of the systems approach, supported a larger role for MICOM in the development of warhead technology, and understood the direct relationship between warhead effective​ness and the accuracy of delivery systems, viewing widely separated responsibilities as a serious handicap.

BRIGADIER GENERAL

GUY H. DREWRY
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Brigadier General Guy H. Drewry was born in Las Crosse, Virginia on October 16, 1894 and died on April 6, 1973.  A 1916 graduate of the Virginia Military Institute, he was also a graduate of the Coast Artillery School and the Army Industrial College.  During a five-year period in the early 1930s, then Major Drewry worked closely with Mr. John C. Garand at Springfield Arsenal on the development of a new semiautomat​ic rifle.  He established a close and effective working relationship with Mr. Garand which resulted in production of the M1 rifle, the Army's work​horse for more than a quarter century.  From 1936 until 1942, he served as Deputy and later Chief of the Small Arms Divi​sion, Office Chief of Ordnance and played a vital role in the design, develop​ment, procurement, production, and inspection of all small arms and small arms ammunition, critical to the war effort during World War II.  He expedited production of machine guns and the development and production of the new M1 Carbine.  He also fostered a comprehen​sive program calling for the substitution of alloys and critical steels in all small arms weapons, resulting in great savings in the use of nickel, chromium, vanadium, and molybdenum.  During World War II, he directed a successful war produc​tion program as Deputy and later Chief of the Springfield Ordnance District.  Under his leadership, the district became one of the major centers of American arms and ammunition production.  He reduced the number of employees required without loss of efficiency, using simplified methods of manufac​turing and eliminated the unnecessary use of machines that were critically needed elsewhere.  His methods were adopted as standard by the Office Chief of Ordnance, and resulted in substantial savings in money and labor.  Heavy artillery ammunition, multiple gun mounts, tank oil stabilizing gear, breech blocks, truck axles, remote sighting and firing devices, and ball bearings were among the many diverse products produced under General Drewry's direction for the nations war effort.

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FIVE

FRANK H. DYER, SR.
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Chief Warrant Officer Five Frank H. Dyer, Sr. was born in Valley View, Texas on July 20, 1933.  He holds an Associates Degree in Applied Science from the State University of New York at Albany.  He enlisted in the Texas National Guard in 1952 and was drafted into the active Army in 1953.  He received a Warrant Officer appointment in the Air Defense Artillery in 1957.  Mr. Dyer began his 38-year Ordnance career as a Nuclear Weapons Technician, a specialty he retained until his retirement in September 1995.  During his military career, he was assigned to a succession of Ordnance companies, battalions, MACOMs, and depots in the United States and in Europe.  In each of these assignments he was responsible for routine weapons maintenance as well as providing technical assistance to supported units.  His assignments included technical inspector for the Inspector General at Headquarters FORSCOM; Special Ammunition Maintenance Technician in the office of the DSCLOG, USARE​UR, and later nuclear weapons inspector for the Inspector General at the same headquarters; nuclear weapons technician at U.S. Army Garrison, Fort Campbell, Kentucky; and Personnel System Staff Officer, Office Chief of Ordnance, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.  As nuclear weapons technician, Headquarters Company, 59th Ordnance Brigade, Pirmase​ns, Germany, he was responsible for the Army's nuclear weapons in Europe and directed the planning, coordina​tion, and fielding--with the DA Operational Safety Review--of a major weapons system, as well as the complete retirement of the NIKE Hercules system, in both cases without incident.  In his final assignment as a Nuclear Weapons Technician, U.S. Army Nuclear and Chemical Agency, Fort Belvoir Virginia, he was the only Army representative authorized to respond to the NMCC as technical expert for all nuclear weapons accidents and incidents.  Upon his retirement in 1995, he was the Army's foremost technical authority on nuclear weapons and nuclear surety.

MAJOR GENERAL

HAROLD B. GIBSON, JR.
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Major General Harold B. Gibson, Jr., was born at Fort Riley, Kansas on October 27, 1923.  He is a 1939 graduate of West End High School, Nashville Tennessee, and attended Texas A&M University before enlisting in the Army in March 1943.  He subsequently attended the Paris Center, University of Maryland, and Syracuse Univer​sity.  Commissioned as an Engineer officer at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, in the fall of 1943, he served in New Guinea, Biak Island, the Philippines, and Japan until 1946.  He then accepted integration as Regular Army Ordnance Officer.  His early Ordnance assignments included tours at the Ordnance Center and School and the development, testing, inspection, and verification of new Ordnance materiel.  Subsequent tours entailed implementing Marshall Plan provi​sion​​ing of Ordnance materiel to the French Army, coordination of a program developing requirements for outfitting and providing materiel to the South Vietnamese Army, and a tour as Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army Tank-Automotive Command.  In later assignments, he was commander of Letterkenny Army Depot; Command​ing Officer, U.S. Army Support Command, Saigon; Commander of the U.S. Army Materiel Command in Germany; and Commander of the U.S. Army Theater Army Support Command in Europe.  In this latter post, he had responsibility for all support at echelons above Corps, with control of several subordinate commands.  In his last two postings, he was Director of Maintenance for the U.S. Army Materiel Command, where he revitalized and expanded the Field Maintenance Technician Program, and later served as Chief of Staff there.  Following his initial retirement in 1977, he was project manager and later vice president of Frank E. Basil, Inc., a worldwide diversified services firm through which he provided facility operation, maintenance, and life support services to the U.S. military through joint venture contracts.  A staunch supporter of Army Ordnance, General Gibson current​ly resides in Odenton, Maryland.

MS.

RUTH J. HAWKS
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Ms. Ruth J. Hawks was born in Warrenville, North Carolina, on January 12, 1928.  Affectionately known as “Ruthie”, she served Aberdeen Proving Ground, including the officers, soldiers, and civilians of the Ordnance Center and School, as photographer for more than 43 years until her death on November 15, 1995.  Her service stretched over the tenure of nearly two dozen post commandants and a like number of OC&S commandants and Chiefs of Ordnance.  Always willing to go the extra mile, she often withstood cold and rain to cover training events by day and photograph official functions in the evenings.  Despite this rigorous pace, Ruthie was always upbeat, full of energy, enthusiastic, and a dedicated professional.  She tirelessly supported our soldiers and insisted that their true stories be told through accurate photos of their labors and activities.  When there was work to be done, no matter what the location, no matter what time of day, no matter what the weather conditions, Ruthie was there to capture, camera at the ready, important events on film.  Her work, covering the efforts of Ordnance soldiers at work and at leisure, hangs on the walls of nearly every building at Aberdeen Proving Ground.  Her photos have also appeared in numerous Army publications and newspapers, extolling the proud history of the Corps.  Her outstanding artistic talent, coupled with her bright enthusiastic spirit made her an institu​tion within the Ordnance Corps.  Her selfless dedication to both her work and our soldiers won her the respect and admiration of the entire Ordnance community.  

MISTER

ADOLPH M. QUILICI



Mr. Adolph M. Quilici was born on a ranch in Dayton, Nevada, on June 18, 1930, the son of Italian immigrants.  The family moved to San Jose, California, when he was a boy, and there he attended the public schools.  He graduated from the University of Santa Clara in 1953, with a B.S. degree in mechanical engineering.  He was employed by the FMC Corporation following graduation from college, and remained with them for forty years, retiring as Vice-President and General Manager, Defense Systems in 1993.  During his early years with FMC, he was the key designer of the M113 family of armored vehicles.  In the 1960s, he managed the develop​ment of several Army and international track vehicle programs.  In the late 1960s and early 1970s, he was Program Manager for the U.S. Marine Corps' LVVT7 amphibious vehicle fleet program.  The US Army's Bradley Fighting Vehicle and the Royal Netherlands Army AIFV were developed under his direction.  In the late 1970s, he was manager of FMC's San Jose Ordnance Plant, where the M113 family of vehicles and Bradleys were being produced.  He was General Manager of FMC's Ground Systems Division from 1979 to 1990, and from 1990 to 1993 was FMC Vice-Presi​dent and General Manager.  In this latter capacity, he was responsible for all FMC defense business, with annual sales in excess of $1 billion.  In retirement, he continues as board or advisory board member for several companies, as a consultant, and as a participant on the Defense Science Board.  Mr. Quilici's engineering skill, managerial abilities, and many other contributions to FMC, the Ordnance Corps, and the defense industry in general have earned him the highest respect of his peers, his employees, and his customers.

GENERAL

LEON E. SALOMON



General Leon E. Salomon was born in Chicago, Illinois, on April 27, 1936.  He attended public and parochial schools in the Chicago area, graduating from Calumet High School in 1954.  He attended Florida Southern University, St. Petersburg Jr. College, and the University of Florida, graduating in 1958.  He holds an M.S. in Logistics Management from the Air Force Insti​tute of Technology, and is a graduate of the Infantry School, the Chemical School, the Command and General Staff College, and the Industri​al College of the Armed Forces.  He completed Infantry OCS in June 1959, and served for several years as an Infantry officer.  Transfer​ring to the Chemical corps in 1962 and to Ordnance in 1974, he held a number of increasingly important assign​ments.  He was assistant Chief of Staff for Logistics, 3rd Armored Division in Germany; Chief of the Commercial Industrial Type Activity Team in the Management directorate, Office Chief of Staff; Commander, Division Support Command, 1st Division; and Deputy Commanding General, 21st Support Command.  For more than two years, he served as Commandant of the Ordnance Center and School and Chief of Ordnance, where improvements were made in training, doctrine, and evaluation programs, and greater emphasis was placed on hands-on activity in the training process.  He then succes​sively became Deputy Chief of Staff for Readiness at AMC, Deputy Command​ing General for Logistics at TRADOC, Com​mander of the Logistics center at Fort Lee, Deputy Commanding General for Com​bined Arms Support at TRADOC, and Commanding General, Combined Arms Support Command at Fort Lee.  He was appointed Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics at the Pentagon in 1992, and in 1994 began his final assignment as Commanding General, AMC.  Under his leadership, AMC has been leading the Army well into the 21st century and toward a world of virtual design, virtual prototyping, virtual testing, and even virtual manufacturing of the tools necessary to bring the Army into the future.  In February 1994, General Salomon became only the second Ordnance officer in the US Army history to earn his fourth star.  He has been a tireless, dynamic advocate of leveraging technology, and has adapted business practices to the Army's research and development, acquisition, and sustainment programs.  While noting that technology will not replace the soldier, he has insisted that technology is “a means to give soldiers the extra edge they need and so rightfully deserve.”  As an early advocate of the power of microprocessing; as a strong exponent of mentoring and nurturing the Ordnance officer, warrant officer, enlisted personnel, and civilian employees; of leveraging technology, whatever the source; and of adopting, adapting, and accepting sound, common-sense business practices; General Salomon has been the role model in the Army's continuing search for a better-equipped, better-prepared, and better-trained Army.
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