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Major General George H. Akin was born in Henrietta, Texas on March 26, 1934.  He completed his undergraduate studies at Texas A&M University in 1956, received his MBA from Babson College in 1972, and was awarded an honorary PhD in Public Administration by Babson in 1989.  Entering the Army as an Armor officer in November 1956, he completed the Armor Basic Course at Fort Knox, Kentucky the following April and was integrated into the Regular Army as an Ordnance officer in 1960.  He completed overseas tours in Germany (1960-62), Vietnam (1964-65), Turkey  (1967-69), a second tour in Germany (1980-83), and one final tour in Korea (1985-86), where he served as Assistant Chief of Staff for Logistics J-4,C-4,G-4, Combined Forces Command.  During a successful command tour at Anniston Army Depot from 1978 to 1980, he administered the teardown and rebuild of the new M1 tank, something that many observers had argued could not be accomplished at a rebuild depot.  During his final tour as Commanding General of the U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland from 1988 to 1991, he directed the reorientation of garrison military and civilians to total support of soldiers 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  He also oversaw a massive overhaul and rebuild of the installation infrastructure.  In addition, General Akin directed a team building approach to environmental management, wherein all personnel developed a vested interest in environmental compliance.  General Akin not only set an example for his soldiers, but for his family, since two of his sons have followed his lead and become Ordnance officers.

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR

WILLIE E. BATTLE, JR.
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Command Sergeant Major Willie E. Battle, Jr. was born in Huntsville, Alabama, on September 12, 1943.  A graduate of Counsel Training High School in Huntsville, he attended the University of Kentucky and received a BS degree from Austin Peay University in Clarksville, Tennessee.  During his 32-year Army career, CSM Battle served three tours in Germany (1964-66, 1968-69, and 1975-79),  two in Vietnam (1967-68 and 1969-70), and one in Korea (1985-86).  During his many tours at home and abroad, he served as a welder; motorman; drill sergeant; a weapons, supply, and maintenance instructor; and evacuation chief.  He is best remembered for his long service at Aberdeen Proving Ground from 1986 to his retirement in 1992, where he was successively SGM, Directorate of Evaluation and Standardization, 61st Ordnance Brigade; Commandant of the BNCOC Company; Commandant of the NCO Academy; Command Sergeant Major, 61st Ordnance Brigade; and Ordnance Center and School Regimental Command Sergeant Major.  He began the NCO Academy at Aberdeen in 1986, where he became its first commandant following its official establishment in 1987, and oversaw its accreditation and three successive annual reaccreditations between 1987 and 1991.  Due in large part to his personal efforts, all training and NCO enlisted specialties at Aberdeen were accredited at the highest level.  He also served on the TRADOC Committee responsible for revisions made in the core curriculum in the TRADOC NCO academies.  In 1990, he became the third Sergeant Major to serve as Ordnance Corps Regimental Command Sergeant Major and Command Sergeant Major of the Ordnance Center and School.  In 1997, he was named as the Honorary Sergeant Major of the Ordnance Corps.

MISTER

JOHN J. BERGSTROM
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Mr. John J. Bergstrom was born in Waterloo, Iowa on November 29, 1925.  He began his career as a mathematician in the research and development of ordnance with the Research and Development Division of the Chamberlain Manufacturing Company, achieving the position of General Manager, R&D.  In the 1950s, he was concerned with the development of high explosive plastic shells.  He was also involved with the development of projectiles loaded with submissiles, and urged the development of guided or “smart” weapons for attacking targets where large amounts of energy are required for complete destruction.  Mr. Bergstrom also developed Armor Piercing Fin Stabilized Discarding Sabot (APFSDS) projectiles for antitank use.  In the early 1970s, Mr. Bergstrom became a corporate officer at Chamberlain, subsequently rising to President, later serving as a Director, Vice-Chair, and Executive Vice-President of Mason Chamberlain Incorporated and as head of the Chamberlain Technology Group.  As Program, General and Executive manager, he was involved over the years in the development of the Nike Ajax, Sidewinder, Maverick, Multi-purpose, Hard Structure Munitions, AAMRAM, Standard Missile II, and Patriot missile warheads.  He was Secretary of the Bomb and Warhead section of the American Defense Preparedness Association for many years, and was presented with their Firepower Award in 1986.
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ANGELO A. CATANI
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Mr. Angelo A. Catani was born in New York City on September 24, 1932.  He is a graduate of Iona College in New Rochelle, New York, where he earned a degree in mathematics.  Following 20 years as Manager of Ammunition Programs for the General Electric Armaments Division, and Vice-President, Ammunition for Aerojet Ordnance (1963-1983), Mr. Catani was named Vice-President, Marketing for Olin Defense Products Division (1983-1985); President and General Manager, Defense Products for the Olin Corporation (1985-1986); President of Olin’s Ordnance Division (1987-1995); and while continuing in this position, served concurrently as Corporate Vice-President of the Olin Corporation since 1995.  He was instrumental in the development and production of medium caliber families of ammunition for the Army’s Bradley fighting vehicle, Apache attack helicopter, and Bushmaster cannon, as well as the Navy’s Phalanx Air Defense System, the Air Force’s A10 Thunderbolt, and the Marince Corps’ AV8B Harrier.  Later, the Olin-produced M829A1 Kinetic Energy 120mm tank round was dubbed the “Silver Bullet” by soldiers during Operation Desert Storm.  Mr. Catani has been a charter member of the Public-Private Task Force, which implemented the Armament Retooling and Manufacturing (ARMS) Initiative.  He currently chairs the Board of Directors of the Munitions Industrial Base Task Force (MIBTF), which advocates a strong national defense and an adequate ammunition industrial base.

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FOUR

MILTON N. CHANDLER
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Chief Warrant Officer Four Milton N. Chandler was born in Arcadia, Louisiana on December 25, 1927.  He entered the Army in 1946.  During his 30-year career, he participated in three wars, and as an enlisted man, successively served as a mechanic; a platoon sergeant; a section supervisor; a technical inspector; and a motor sergeant.  His many assignments abroad included tours in the Philippines (1946-47), France (1949-52, 1958-63), Korea (1952), Japan (1952-53) Germany (1956-58, 1970-76), Belgium (1966-68), and Vietnam (1969-70).  During the Korean Conflict, he was a platoon sergeant with the 707th Ordnance Battalion of the 7th Infantry Division.  During much of the fighting there, including the battle for Pork Chop Hill, his forward automotive control team provided repair forward maintenance to combat units, made repairs, brought repair parts and other supplies forward, and helped evacuate the wounded.  In the mid-1950’s, he briefly served with the Field Artillery in Arkansas, and in Munich, Germany, but used his technical expertise to bring his motor sergeants and commanders up-to-date on Ordnance, as well as artillery issues.  Becoming a warrant officer in 1963, he took on a series of progressively responsible assignments, including Chief of the Organizational Maintenance Shop for the 125th Transportation Command in Vietnam, and establishment of the critical host nation logistics bond needed by the Central Army Group (CENTAG) at the height of the Cold War in Europe.  In his last assignment prior to retirement, he served as 7th Infantry Division Maintenance Officer at Fort Ord, California.

MISTER

EZEKIEL CHEEVER



Mr. Ezekiel Cheever was born in Charleston, Massachusetts in 1720.  He received his basic primary education in his hometown, and became a professional sugar baker.  For three years in the 1750s, Mr. Cheever served his community as a town selectman.  In the events leading up to the Revolutionary War, he was a member of the Sons of Liberty in Dorchester, Massachussetts, and played an active role in the public meetings opposing the landing of East India Company Tea in Boston.  He was appointed Captain of the Watch to observe and protect participants in the Boston Tea Party, who dumped 342 chests of tea into the Boston Harbor in protest against the British Paliamentary Tea Act in December 1773.  This action brought on passage of the series of so-called Intolerable Acts by the British Parliament, which led directly to the Revolution.  Mr. Cheever was named Commissary of Artillery Stores in August 1775, his title being changed to Commissary of Military Stores four months later.  In that capacity, he was the senior American civilian responsible for Ordnance equipment for the next six years.  He worked closely with COL (later Major General) Henry Knox, the Army’s artillery chief and de facto Master General of Ordnance, in receiving, inventorying, issuing, and frequently moving Ordnance stores about for the Continental Army.  His operations were placed at Springfield, Massachusetts during part of the war, and the facilities he helped set up and utilize on that site later became the forerunner of the national armory placed there in 1794.  As effective head of the civil branch of the Ordnance Department (the term which was used by GEN Washington, MG Knox, and the Continental Congress in referring to our vital, but then unofficial, branch of the Army), Mr. Cheever cooperated with MG Knox and the Congressional Board of War during its several reorganizations until his retirement.  Mr. Cheever died in Boston in 1793 at the age of 73.  His standing as an exemplar to the many Ordnance civilians who have followed him over 220 years was recognized several years ago with the creation of the Ezekiel Cheever Award for contributions to Army Ordnance.  

DOCTOR

HERMAN H. GOLDSTINE



Dr. Herman H. Goldstine was born in Chicago, Illinois on September 13, 1913.  He completed undergraduate studies at the University of Chicago in 1933 with a BS in Mathematics and went on to earn his MS and PhD in the same field at his alma mater in 1934 and 1936.  He was later awarded an honorary PhD from the University of Lund, Sweden (1974), and honorary doctorates of science from Amherst College and Adelphi University, both in 1978.  He served as a research assistant in the Department of Mathematics at Chicago from 1936 to 1937, then continued his academic career as an instructor and assistant professor at the University of Michigan between 1937 and 1942.  During World War II, he was an Army officer assigned to the Ballistics Research Laboratory at Aberdeen Proving Ground, with duty station at the Moore School of Engineering, University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia.  He and others soon concluded that the Bush Differential Analyzer, then the leading mechanical calculator, was not up to the high speed mathematical calculations needed for the development of ballistics tables. Together with John Mauchly, a staff member at the Moore School, who provided conceptual guidance, and Presper Eckert, Jr., a graduate student,  a prototype of the Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer (ENIAC) was designed.  Lieutenant, and later Captain Goldstine served as resident project supervisor for the Ordnance Department, but he also provided critical mathematical components and early operating routines, or what are now termed programs.  The ENIAC was in operation by the fall of 1945, by which time Captain Goldstine was helping to develop a second generation computer, the Eletronic Discrete Variable Computer.  From 1946 to 1957, he was an associate, and later acting project director for the Electronic Computer Project at Princeton University’s Institute of Advanced Study.  He was subsequently associated with IBM as Director of their Mathematics Sciences Department and later as Director of Scientific Developments.  In 1969, he was appointed Executive Officer of the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia, the nation’s oldest private scholarly organization, from which post he is now retired.

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FOUR

CLARENCE E. REEVES



Chief Warrant Officer Four Clarence E. Reeves was born in Smith County, Texas on February 20,1922.  Entering the Army in 1939, he served during World War II as a Combat Infantry Squad Leader, landing on Omaha Beach on June 7,1944.  His unit was awarded two Presidential Unit Citations for bravery in combat, and he was himself awarded the French and Belgian Croises de Guerre and the Bronze Star Medal.  Appointed an Ordnance Warrant Officer in 1950, he completed several tours of duty in France and Germany before embarking on 28 years of nearly continuous tours outside the Continental United States, both as a warrant officer and later as a civilian.  These tours took him to France, Germany, Vietnam, Korea, and Hawaii.  He is known for the organization and establishment of the “Production Line” maintenance system.  In Korea, he instituted an assembly line processing procedure, wherein, 163 acres of equipment and repair parts were inventoried, located, and disposed of before the end of his two year tour there.  It had been estimated that the job would take five years.  During his final tour as a warrant officer, he organized and was chief of the Command Maintenance Inspection Team at Cam Rahn Bay Depot, Vietnam.  Embarking on a new career as a civilian employee for the Department of the Army in late 1967, he served in a variety of important posts, declining supervisory positions because he preferred to continue working with troops and equipment.  While in Hawaii, he saved the Army millions of dollars by identifying new and serviceable equipment from among mountains of materiel returned from Vietnam which was inspected, classified, and issued to units to replace shortages.  During his final tour in Hawaii during the 1980s, he was directly involved in forces modernization and the fielding of new weapons at Headquarters, WESTCOM.  For three-and-a-half years, at the solicitation of the University of Hawaii, he first developed, and then taught, various courses of instruction on diesel engines.  Mr. Reeves retired in 1990 following more than half a century of federal service as an outstanding R&D and acquisition support specialist for the Army.
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