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Sergeant Major John J. Anderson was born in Ireland on December 26, 1938.  He emigrated to the United States in November 1959, and within a month of his arrival, he enlisted in the United States Army.  During his 33 years’ service, he held a variety of positions, including motor sergeant, maintenance inspector, operations noncommissioned officer, directorate noncommissioned officer in charge, battalion maintenance noncommissioned officer, chief instructor, first sergeant, command maintenance sergeant, logistics officer, chief maintenance sergeant, maintenance department sergeant major, materiel operations noncommissioned officer, group maintenance noncommissioned officer, and chief logistics noncommissioned officer.  He served two years in Vietnam, two in Korea, three tours in Germany, and one in Saudi Arabia.  His stateside assignments include tours at Fort Campbell, Kentucky; Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Fort Ritchie, Maryland; and Fort Knox, Kentucky.  He successfully completed many maintenance, technical, and functional courses, and was a graduate of the Noncommissioned Officer Academy Course, the Noncommissioned Officer Logistics Program, and Instructor Training Course, together with the Airborne, Air Delivery, and Jump Masters courses.  At the time of his retirement, Sergeant Major Anderson was the senior Ordnance Corps noncommissioned officer in the United States Army.

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FOUR

BILLY K. FLANAGAN
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Chief Warrant Officer Four Billy K. Flanagan was born in Van Wert, Ohio on February 4, 1927.  Following graduation from Van Wert High School in 1945, he entered the Army just prior to the end of World War II.  He subsequently attended the Marsh Foundation Trade and Industry School and the University of Maryland.  In 1967, following 22 years of service as an enlisted man and noncommissioned officer, he was appointed a warrant officer.  During his 44 years of service, he served a tour in Italy, one in Korea, one in Vietnam, and two in Germany and made many significant contributions in the area of maintenance logistics.  He participated in the first Night Reforger and the first Winter Reforger.  As an auto repair technician for the Combat Equipment Battalion, 21st Support Command, he exercised staff supervision and was responsible for the maintenance mission for POMCUS stocks assigned to 142 dual-based CONUS units which exceeded $600 million in value.  He was the automotive repair technician in the logistical operations office of a maintenance battalion that provided maintenance and repair parts to 30 battalion-sized units of the XVIII Airborne Corps at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and units deployed worldwide.  He advised and assisted the maintenance operations officer and the battalion commander on all automotive technical matters and acted on occasion as the mechanical maintenance officer.  He identified and eliminated possible problem areas that could have slowed down or stopped operations in the maintenance shops.  He distinguished himself by the guidance he provided to countless enlisted personnel, junior noncommissioned officers, and junior officers whom he helped mold into great soldiers and logisticians.  When he left the Army in 1989, Chief Flanagan was the last known World War II veteran to have retired from active service.

MISTER

WILLIAM J. JARRETT
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Mr. William J. Jarrett was born in Marvel, Arkansas on August 2, 1924 and received his undergraduate degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Hartford and an MBA from Western New England College.  He began his federal career in 1951 as a mechanical engineer technician at Springfield Armory, and retired 44 years later at Watervliet Arsenal as a GM-14 Supervisory General Engineer.  His entire professional life, including a brief (1968-1971) period in private industry as Manager of Applied Research and Testing for Colt Firearms, was spent at Springfield and Watervliet Arsenals in the development of light and heavy ordnance.  He holds two patents, one for a noise-reducer attachment for the muzzle end of a firearm, and the other a cartridge in which the propellant was retained in place by a frangible plastic material designed to provide a shaped charge effect against the rear of the projectile.  Mr. Jarrett transferred the legal right to both patents to the nation more than 35 years ago.  His more than 30 years experience in the development and engineering of military weapons culminated in his appointment as Chief of the Engineering Division, Product Assurance Directorate, at Watervliet Arsenal and as Manager of Career Programs for engineers and scientists at Benet Laboratories, a division of Watervliet Arsenal.  During his career, he earned at least 15 performance or special accomplishment awards.  Retired since 1995, Mr. Jarrett is now a resident of Longmeadow, Massachusetts.

MAJOR GENERAL

HENRY KNOX
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Major General Henry Knox was born in Boston, Massachusetts on July 25, 1750.  He attended Boston Latin Grammar School for several years, but was forced to drop out at age 9 to help support his mother and a younger brother.  He became their sole supporter at age 12 when his father, a shipmaster, died.  He worked for a Boston bookseller and spent many of his off-hours reading military history and engineering.  He was a member of “The Train,” a Boston Militia artillery unit from the age of 16 and spent several years as co-organizer and second in command of The Boston Grenadier Corps, another militia outfit.  When he was 21, Knox started his own bookstore in Boston where he sold, bound, and published books.  At age 25, and on the recommendation of John Adams, later second President of the U.S., Knox was commissioned a colonel and placed in charge of the Continental Army Artillery by General George Washington, whose trusted subordinate he became.  Knox also served unofficially as General Washington’s Master General of Ordnance, and was recognized as such during the war, though never formally appointed.  Knox’s contributions to Ordnance and to the Army were many and varied.  In the winter of 1775-1776, he selected 60 pieces of heavy ordnance from Fort Ticonderoga, New York and brought them to Boston, where for a time they were the only artillery the Army had.  He directed the crossing of the Delaware River by the Continental Army during its attack on Trenton, New Jersey, and captured 1,200 prisoners.  For this exploit, he was promoted to brigadier general at age 27.  He proposed and constructed Springfield Arsenal in 1777 and in 1779 first proposed establishment of a military academy.  During most of the war, Knox had charge of all arsenals, magazines, and laboratories, and oversaw civilian manufacturing, procurement, and supply.  In 1781, his placement of the artillery at Yorktown did much to ensure the defeat of British forces in that battle.  He was promoted to major general in 1782, when he was 32.  Knox became commander of the American Army in 1783 when General Washington retired.  He was the first to propose identical uniforms and unit flags for all Army units and first recommended creation of the office of Inspector General.  Knox served as the nation’s first Secretary of War from 1785 until 1794, and then spent most of the rest of his life in various private business enterprises.  He briefly came out of retirement to serve again as a major general during the quasi-war with France (1798), but the emergency passed, and he was not obliged to serve.  Major General Knox died on October 25, 1806 at his home in Maine.

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THREE

DWIGHT L. OBADO



Chief Warrant Officer Three Dwight L. Obado was born in Lanai, Hawaii on September 24, 1944.  He entered the Army in 1964 and completed tours in Korea, Vietnam, and Germany.  In the late 1960s, he was a member of the United States Army Pacific Rifle Team, and from 1970 to 1972, a member of the All-Army Rifle Team.  From 1972 until 1977, he was a welding instructor at the Ordnance Center and School at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.  While at Aberdeen, he also served as course counselor, drill sergeant, and section chief.  By the end of his tour had attained certification as a welder, one of six individuals to hold this distinction in the Army at the time.  When contemplating retirement in 1984, he was persuaded to remain in the Army and was appointed chief warrant officer two shortly thereafter.  In each of the units in which he served during his 29 year Army career, he was responsible for maintenance improvements and materiel modifications that greatly improved unit and Army performance.  One of his most outstanding accomplishments took place in 1991, when his unit deployed to Saudi Arabia for Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm.  He and his section were responsible for supporting more than 200 pieces of Czech and East German ground equipment.  These vehicles were critical to transporting supplies to northern Saudi Arabia.  When he got them, only 20 vehicles were driveable.  The remaining 180-odd pieces had to be transported to the unit motor pool.  There were no English translations of the maintenance manuals, no tools, no repair parts, and no test equipment for the vehicles.  His maintenance expertise and his resourcefulness enabled him to overcome these obstacles and, with his men, restore all these vehicles to full mission capable status.  With these Warsaw Pact vehicles, his supported unit completed 1,250 sorties, covering more than 500,000 miles.  He was a legendary worker and mentor to his soldiers and customers.  Following final tours in the state of Washington and Alaska, Chief Obado retired in 1993.
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