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BRIGADIER GENERAL

JOHN R. PIERCE, JR.
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Brigadier General John R. Pierce, Jr., was born in Celina, Ohio on August 16, 1923.  He completed his undergraduate degree in business administration at Babson Institute in Massachusetts.  Following nearly three years as a cavalryman in the Ohio National Guard, he enlisted in the Army in 1943.  In December, 1944, he was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant of Ordnance at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.  Following service in the Luzon campaign, he served with the 8th Army during the occupation of Japan.  From 1949 to 1950, he was a company commander and adjutant of troops at the Ordnance School.  Following service at Raritan Arsenal; Fort Hayes, Ohio; and the Far Eastern Command in Korea, he served for nine years (1958-1967) in successively more responsible posts in Washington.  This culminated in a two-year tour as Chief of Resource Management in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army.  His later assignments took him to Germany and Vietnam, where he served successively as commander of the Da Nang Sub Area Command and as commanding officer of the 80th General Support Group.  The years 1968 to 1971 found him serving in four posts in Germany, the last of which was as Deputy Commanding General for Area Support for TASCOM.  In his final assignment, as Commanding General of the Ordnance Center and School at Aberdeen Proving Ground, he implemented the hands-on curriculum still followed today.  In one instance, he decided to build five helicopter trainers, used for aviation maintenance courses at Aberdeen.  By building these devices locally, rather than buying them from the manufacturer, he greatly enhanced training while saving the Army $833,500.  He also did much to improve the living conditions of soldiers and their families by working to improve troop facilities and family housing, and by taking steps to assist Army spouses in their increasingly difficult role.  Brigadier General Pierce retired after 33 years of service in 1973 and died in Washington, D.C. in August 1983.  
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Major General Frank P. Ragano was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on September 7, 1928.  He completed undergraduate studies at Duquesne University in 1950 and earned an MBA from Syracuse University in 1964.  He was drafted into the Army in 1950 and subsequently completed the Leadership Training Course at Fort Knox, Kentucky.  He had an opportunity to either join the 3rd Armored Division Band as a trumpet player or attend the Ordnance Officer Candidate School at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.  He elected to become an officer and earned his commission in 1952.  Following a tour in Korea, he attended the Guided Missile Course at Redstone Arsenal, Alabama, after which he completed tours at Fort Sheridan, Illinois; Fort Sill, Oklahoma; the Ordnance Center and School at Aberdeen Proving Ground; and in Germany.  In 1965, he was assigned to the Pentagon as a systems analyst and then went to the Army’s Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics as Closed Loop Officer under Lieutenant General Joseph Heiser.  He completed a tour in Vietnam as commander of the maintenance battalion in the First Cavalry Division before being assigned to the faculty of the Industrial College of the Armed Forces.  He attended the Army War College in 1970, and remained there as a member of the new Department of Management, in which he emphasized the motivational aspects of executive leadership.  In the early 1970s, he was project manager for various weapons systems at Picatinny Arsenal and Redstone Arsenal before becoming Commanding General of the U.S. Army Missile Research and Development Command at Redstone Arsenal in 1977.  In his final year of service, he completed a special worldwide conventional ammunition review for the Army Chief of Staff.  Since his retirement in 1980, Major General Ragano has been a valued and active player in the United States defense munitions industrial base.  His firm was awarded the contract for cleaning up the United States sector in Kuwait following Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm.
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Major General David W. Stallings was born in Ashland, Kentucky on May 16, 1933.  Following graduation from Marshall University in Huntington, West Virginia, he began his Army career by completing the Ordnance Officer Basic Course at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryand.  Following service in Germany and Korea, he went on to complete assignments at Fort Benning, in Vietnam, at the Tank-Automotive Command, at the Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel in Washington, and at Fort Carson, Colorado.  He spent three years in Washington before being named Commander of Letterkenny Army Depot in 1977.  During a period of downsizing, he successfully oversaw the overhaul of self-propelled howitzer production and of the Hawk air defense system for Europe.  In 1979, he took command of the Ordnance Center and School at Aberdeen Proving Ground, where he instituted a plan to combine the two Ordnance schools at Aberdeen Proving Ground and at Huntsville, Alabama, into a single command.  He also planned for and held the first Ordnance General Officer review of the health of the Corps, which has since become an annual procedure that has been copied by other branches of the Army.  Much was also done in constructing new quarters and training facilities.  In addition, the Army’s Chemical School returned to Fort McClellan, Alabama, from Aberdeen, as a separate entity.  In his next post, as Deputy Commanding General of the Tank-Automotive Command, he set record achievements in executing a $4 billion procurement program and in improving the command’s materiel management operations.  As Director of Procurement and Production for the Army Materiel Command from 1983 to 1985, he did much to overhaul the Army’s procurement process, thus improving overall Army-wide materiel readiness.  In his final assignment as Director of Procurement, Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics, he made it possible for the Army to institute the Standard Army Contracting System, the automated procedure that speeded up the Army’s procurement process and contributed to materiel readiness Armywide.  Major General Stallings retired in 1986, and has since continued to support the Army and the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization in private industry.
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