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Mr. Leslie Black was born on March 3, 1934 in Lancaster, Kentucky.  He graduated from Kentucky College in May 1960, while a member of the Army Reserve.  He began his Federal Service career at the Ordnance Intern Training Center, Toledo, Ohio, in August 1960 and completed the General Supply Program in August 1961.  Mr. Black served 19 years of his 38-year federal career as the Director, Directorate of Industrial Operations, Rock Island Arsenal (RIA), Rock Island, Illinois, and its predecessor organizations.  He was a leader in the Army’s efforts to modernize its tool resources.  He advocated quality tool kits and tools for soldiers and continuously sought ways to improve the quality of products in the Army Tool Kit Program.  He led the design and development of three prototype tool kits, which were successfully field-tested in 1997.  Mr. Black’s modification of five-ton trucks with Organization Shop Sets and Tool Kit programs in 1994 with its laser-etched tools, foam inserts, and computerized inventory list resulted in substantial cost savings for aviation maintenance units worldwide.  His Tool Kits and Tool Chest Program in 1996 was adopted as a means to overhaul the Army's hand tool inventory.  Mr. Black developed and introduced inexpensive, lightweight toolboxes as replacements for the expensive heavy metal boxes for aviation tools.  His new toolboxes were appreciated by troops in the field because they were lighter, corrosion free, and easier to transport. During the Persian Gulf War, Mr. Black and his directorate performed magnificently.  His staff responded to an urgent call for help from the commander of two Iowa National Guard (NG) units to paint their equipment for deployment in three days.  Working in ten to sixteen hour shifts, they worked around the clock and completed the mission in three days.  All 103 vehicles were washed, masked, painted and stenciled, just in time for their deployment.  His organization earned the personal thanks of the President of the United States and Secretary of Defense Dick Chaney for their “unselfish and generous contribution to the men and women of the United States Armed Forces serving in the Persian Gulf.”  Under Mr. Black’s leadership, the Directorate of Industrial Operations completed the prototype Production of the Heavy Mobility Contact Maintenance Trucks (CMTH) in FY 1996.  Their success led to the funding of 125 additional units through FY 1997.
 Known as Mr. Logistician, Mr. Black earned a stellar reputation as one of our best future-thinking leaders making it possible for the Ordnance Corps to stride into the 21st Century with confidence and ready to serve the line with honor. 

SERGEANT MAJOR

WILLIE E. CAMERON

[image: image6.jpg]Nianss

H(‘

-

\1

\v‘/’



[image: image7.jpg]



Sergeant Major Willie E. Cameron was born on October 1, 1931 in West Green, Alabama.  He entered the U.S. Army on October 2, 1952 and completed his Armor and Advanced Infantry Training at Camp Roberts, CA.  SGM Cameron served 23 years, 7 months active duty, 7 years, 1 month in the Reserve, and 13 years as a DA Civilian.  His major contribution to the Ordnance Corps is twelve years in Maintenance Management with AMCCOM as a DA Civilian providing support to the army and one year as Logistical Manager supporting Decontamination Equipment.  As Senior Training NCO for the Reserve Affairs Office, USAOC&S, SGM Cameron coordinated Support Maintenance Training for the National Guard and the U. S. Army Reserve throughout the United States and its territories.  SGM Cameron implemented training for weapons, wheeled and track vehicles, supply and small generator repair.  While serving as vehicle inspector with the rebuild depot in Okinawa, Japan in 1966, Specialist Five Cameron set up the first disassembly line to determine the amount of repairs needed to restore vehicles damaged in Vietnam to operational condition.  He set up a rebuild production line to repair ¼-ton jeeps, ¾-ton trucks, 2½ and 5-ton trucks and return them to the supply system.  He served as the NCOIC of the commodity section that consisted of 2nd and 3rd country national employees and military supply personnel.  In his thirty years of service in the Army and thirteen as a DA Civilian, SGM Cameron established a standard that is second to none and challenged others to emulate his success.  In each of his assignments, he served with loyalty, dignity, and upheld the honor of the Ordnance Corps while instilling a can-do attitude and integrity in his subordinates. 

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FIVE

THOMAS G. GRICE
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Chief Warrant Officer Grice was born in Urbana, Illinois on February 3, 1945.  He enlisted in the Army in 1962 as a mechanic and served in various positions from mechanic and motor sergeant in combat and combat support units all over the world to drill sergeant training new recruits.  For eleven years, he distinguished himself as an enlisted soldier by directly affecting the readiness of each unit he served with.  He started a cross-training program of maintenance personnel in the 4th Battalion, 57th Artillery enabling them to complete all missions even with critical shortages in maintenance personnel.  Due to this effort, he was selected to serve on the 32nd AADCOM Command Maintenance Management Inspection Team for 6 months while still maintaining his unit at peak performance.  In Vietnam, while serving with 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry, his efforts and determination not to let a tenuous supply system and personnel shortage interfere with combat readiness ensured his unit’s equipment stayed at 100% combat ready.  He was cited for bravery when he lead a recovery operation under eminent threat of enemy fire and adverse weather conditions and succeeded.  
In 1973, Mr. Grice was appointed a warrant officer and began an illustrious career as one of the most talented and highly respected technicians in our Army.  He was selected to command the Army’s first technical service Warrant Officer Candidate Company.  He started everything from ground zero and improved the facilities, established operating procedures, developed a TAC Officer guide that was adopted by TRADOC as the standard, and a tough training program that resulted in high PT scores.  Mr. Grice’s vast understanding of warrant officer requirements and training lead to his assignments as the Warrant Officer Proponency in the Office Chief of Ordnance, Technical Services Branch Chief, Warrant Officer Division, PERSCOM, and finally as the Chief Warrant Officer Proponency and the first Regimental Warrant Officer of the U. S. Army Ordnance Corps.  He has been a true pioneer in shaping the future of the warrant officer corps and therefore, strengthening the Ordnance Corps of the 21st Century.  After serving with integrity, honor and complete loyalty to the Army, Mr. Grice retired in 1996.

COLONEL

JAMES P. HAMILL
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COL James Hamill was born on June 30, 1919.  His contributions to the Ordnance Corps have played a major role in the United States current missile and aeronautical technology as it exists today.  COL Hamill worked as a member of the Ordnance Technical Intelligence during WWII keeping abreast of enemy weapons, reporting on captured enemy equipment and ship specimens to the United States.  His significant contribution came in 1945 when his team discovered a large number of V-II rocket parts in an underground factory in Germany.  COL Hamill was put in charge of the mission to gather as many of these rockets and parts and ship them to the United States for testing. By his successful capture of the V-II rocket parts from within Russian sector and handling the captured German scientists, COL Hamill placed the United States years ahead of other countries in the rocket program, which culminated with the landing on the moon.  These aspects of COL Hamill’s career were keynotes in America’s fast-paced rocket program.  His profound loyalty, devotion to duty and respect for these scientists ensured a bright future for our country as we head into the 21st century.  COL Hamill retired from active duty on April 30, 1961 and passed away in February 1984.

LIEUTENANT GENERAL

RONALD V. HITE
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LTG Ronald Hite was born in May 1943 in Washington County, Tennessee.  He served in numerous key positions that directly contributed to the success of the Army and the Ordnance Corps today.  He played key roles in the testing and fielding of most weapons we currently use in the military and are considered top of the line in the world, namely the M1 Abrams Tanks and the Bradley Fighting Vehicle.  He served as the Senior Military Advisor to the Army Acquisition Executive and the Army Chief of Staff on all research, development and acquisition programs and related issues.  He testified as the principal military witness for Research, Development and Acquisition appropriations with Congress, supervised the Program Executive Officer system, and served as the Director, Army Acquisition Corps.  He had oversight of approximately 450 Army modernization programs including all of the major combat weapons and combat support systems.  This included supervision of the structure providing day-to-day management of those programs and defending these programs to OSD and Congress.  Several major modernization programs are now being fielded to our soldiers thanks to the efforts of LTG Hite and his refusal to back down.  Two programs, the Javelin Missile and the Longbow Apache Helicopter were on the verge of being cancelled by senior Army leaders in order to release funding for near term operations.  LTG Hite successfully defended these programs and they are now two tremendous systems in the hands of our soldiers.  COL Hite successfully ran the test for the Bradley Fighting Vehicle Live Fire and stopped congressional cancellation of this critical, multibillion dollar program and saved lives during Desert Storm.  COL Hite's team accomplished a similar live fire testing on the Abrams tank resulting in additional survivability improvements for our soldiers in combat.  In his present capacity as President and COO of Cypress International, LTG Hite continues to support the Army as a member of the Army Science Board, the OSD Technology Review and Assessment Process, AUSA and NDIA.  His unquestionable sense of duty, loyalty to the soldiers and numerous contributions to our Nation's defense during peace and war helped put our military on the leading edge of technology and enable us, the Ordnance Corps, to carry the flame into the 21st century.  LTG Hite retired from active duty in 1996 after a very successful career as an Ordnance soldier.

STAFF SERGEANT
ROY JUDKINS
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SSG Judkins is the highest decorated EOD service member in the Department of Defense.  Roy E. Judkins served with distinction in the U. S. Army Ordnance Corps as an Explosive Ordnance Disposal Specialist from 1961 until 1978 when back and neck injuries forced him to leave the military.  He was honorably discharged from the military with 17 years of outstanding service.  During his distinguished military career, SSG Judkins served in Vietnam with the 184th Ordnance Battalion.  He was a member of an Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team providing direct support to the 173d Airborne Brigade.  His most significant contributions to the Ordnance Corps and United States Army came during this tour in 1968 earning him the second highest military decoration, the Distinguished Service Cross and other military awards.
 SSG Judkins was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in action from 4 December through 8 December 1968 in the Republic of Vietnam.  Then Specialist Six Judkins distinguished himself by sustained heroic actions by twice participating in the removal of armed and dangerous explosive ordnance from the extremities of two wounded Republic of Vietnam personnel.  He put himself in harms way in order to save their lives.  
He was also awarded the Bronze Star for Valor for exceptionally valorous actions on 11 August 1968 in the Republic of Vietnam.  Then Specialist Six Judkins distinguished himself by probing his way into an enemy minefield on his hands and knees using only a bayonet to rescue a trapped U.S. patrol.  On his first trip he brought out three casualties (two wounded, one KIA) while disarming four mines.  He then probed his way back into the minefield and led the remainder of the trapped patrol to safety.


SSG Judkins served honorably until severe back and neck injuries forced him to leave the military.  He is currently 100% disabled, 90% of it is service related.  His personal courage displayed through his actions in Vietnam and throughout his military career showed complete dedication and unquestionable loyalty to his country, the U.S. Army and fellow soldiers.  SSG Judkins retired from active duty in 1978. 

MISTER

DALE KINNEY
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Mr. Dale Kinney was born on February 3, 1930 in Bloomfield, Nebraska.  He served in the public and private sectors of the American Defense Industry before retiring in 1987 to become the Executive Vice President of Day and Zimmerman, Inc, Government Systems Group.  In 1995, he was promoted to President of this group and is still serving in this capacity.  Prior to joining DZI, he served as the Director for Industrial Preparedness and Installations, U.S. Army Armament Munitions and Chemical Command, and Deputy of Command Operations, U. S. Army Depot System Command.  In 1984, Mr. Kinney was presented the civil service’s highest accolade, the “Distinguished Civilian Executive” award by President Ronald Reagan for his significant leadership contributions.  He started three prominent management initiatives: the Quality Circle Program, the Center of Technical Excellence, and Productivity Gain Sharing.  The Army credited his Quality Circle Program for saving an estimated $3.3 million through efficiency improvements fostered by the program.  The Productivity Gain Sharing concept allowed installations to keep a share of the money they saved on innovative ideas that improved their productivity.  Mr. Kinney initiated the Centers of Technical Excellence Program in 1982.  Under this program, qualified depots were designated as the specialist for a particular weapon system, eliminating duplication and improving readiness.  He directed that the Maintenance Shop Floor System be implemented at the Corpus Christi Army Depot in 1983 which provided paperless, yet full tracking of major components and parts saving an estimated $5.5 million in annual costs.  Mr. Kinney’s influence on today’s philosophy of the Army depot management, the development of key innovative programs to improve productivity, and the depot reorganization strategy have truly allowed the Ordnance Corps and the U.S. Army to carry the flame proudly into the 21st Century.

COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR

THOMAS J. RUCKER


Command Sergeant Major Thomas Rucker was born on November 21, 1946 in Toledo, Ohio.  He entered the Army in November 1964 as a Wheel and Track Mechanic.  His career included five tours in Vietnam, three in Germany, and one each in Korea and Italy.  He culminated his 30-year career with a four-year assignment as the 61st Ordnance Brigade Command Sergeant Major.  Sergeant Major Rucker served in a variety of assignments from organizational maintenance in missile units to battalion motor sergeant.  He succeeded in all assignments and the Army recognized him by making him one of the first Ordnance soldiers to be selected as a Drill Sergeant in a Basic Combat Training Company.  As a Repair Control Supervisor in the 9th Infantry Division, he was instrumental in developing maintenance support under the forward support teams that the Army currently uses.  His packaging of the right mix of mechanics, supplies, and equipment allowed the supported units to receive on time, needed logistical support under adverse conditions.  After serving two tours as a First Sergeant, he attended the United States Army Sergeant Majors Academy where he graduated in the top ten of his class.  After graduation, he served as the Command Sergeant Major of the 169th Engineer Battalion with the mission of training basic and advanced training of Engineer Equipment Repairers.  During his assignment, the training of those MOS’ was transferred to the Ordnance Corps and CSM Rucker was responsible for the smooth transition.  As the Command Sergeant Major of the 8th Maintenance Battalion in USAREUR, he faced another challenge of changing the battalion’s mission from General Support to Direct Support in all logistical areas in V Corps.  His vast knowledge and experience ensured the success of this transition.  Sergeant Major Rucker’s last assignment was as the Command Sergeant Major of the 61st Ordnance Brigade, responsible for the training of Ordnance soldiers, non-commissioned officers, lieutenants and warrant officers.  He was instrumental in the development of cross training of instructors, the development of leader-trainers that exist in the NCO Academy today, and the quarterly award programs.  This ultimately created superior morale within the training battalions and the training departments.  CSM Rucker retired from active duty in 1994 after serving the Ordnance Corps and the Army with unquestionable integrity, loyalty and dignity. 

COLONEL 

FRANK A. SCOTT


Colonel Frank Scott was born in Cleveland, Ohio on March 22, 1873.  He was educated in Cleveland grammar schools and received an Honorary Doctorate of Law from Western Reserve University.  He formed the General Munitions Board, which turned into the War Industries Board.  Under Mr. Scott’s leadership, the War Industries Board exerted influence over industrial priorities, procurement, the development and control of raw materials, and the human side of war industry.  Due to illness, he left active service at the end of 1917.  He was later commissioned a colonel of ordnance in the Organized Reserve Corps in 1919 and was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal for his wartime services.  He also served as Chief of the Cleveland Ordnance District from 1924 to 1928, advisor to the Army Industrial College, co-founded the Army Ordnance Association in 1919 and served as the director for thirty years (1919-1949).  Frank A. Scott was an important industrial pioneer in World War I, one of the first men in the 20th century to master the elements of the critical relationship between the modern needs of Army Ordnance and the civilian manufacturing and procurement process.  He rendered outstanding service to the security of the United States during both world wars and the long armistice period in between.  His contributions to Ordnance, military education program and to industrial preparedness are significant to the Army and the Ordnance Corps of the 21st Century.  After years of selfless service and devotion to duty and to his country, he passed away in Cleveland, Ohio on April 15, 1949.

GENERAL

JOHNNIE E. WILSON


General Johnnie Edward Wilson was born on February 4, 1944.  He was raised in Loraine, Ohio and entered the Army in August 1961 as an enlisted soldier, attaining the rank of SSG before attending Officer Candidate School (OCS).  On completion of OCS in 1967, he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Ordnance Corps.  General Wilson held a variety of important command staff positions culminating in his current assignment as the Commanding General, U.S. Army Materiel Command.  Other assignments include: Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics, Pentagon; Chief of Staff, U.S. Army Materiel Command; Commanding General, Ordnance Center and School; Deputy Commanding General, 21st Theater Army Area Command, U.S. Army Europe; Commander, 13th Corps Support Command, Fort Hood, Texas; and Commander, Division Support Command, 1st Armored Division, U.S. Army Europe.  General Wilson served with distinction at every level of command.  He commanded three times at the company level; a maintenance company in the 82nd Airborne Division as a 1st Lieutenant, followed by command of a supply and services company in Vietnam with the 173rd Airborne Brigade, and a maintenance company with the 1st Armored Division in Europe.  At the Lieutenant Colonel level, General Wilson commanded the 709th Maintenance Battalion, 9th Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, which converted and became the Army’s first Main Support Battalion.  General Wilson served as the Deputy Commanding General, 21st TAACOM the Army’s largest and most diverse logistics unit.  Based on his wide experience with leading soldiers, General Wilson was selected to command the Ordnance Center and School, responsible for the training and professional development of thousands of soldiers, NCOs, and officers every year.  Following this successful assignment, General Wilson served as the Chief of staff, AMC, where he was responsible for resource and personnel management for a workforce with over 80,000 military and civilian members.  From 1994 to 1996, General Wilson served as the Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics, Department of the Army, where he was responsible for worldwide logistics.  His numerous contributions to the Ordnance Corps while serving in these distinguished positions earned him the right to be inducted into the Ordnance Corps Hall of Fame.  His leadership and vision for the Ordnance Corps of the future will help us carry the flame into the 21st Century.  General Wilson retired from active duty in April 1999 after 39 years of selfless service to the nation.
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